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Course Rationale
Analysing and evaluating historical interpretations is worth 15% of your GCSE overall –
but it is a skill which you are only required to use in Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany
1919 – 1939. This course is designed to help you practice working with historical
interpretations. By practising separately the skills of reading, analysing and summarising
you will improve your ability to perform these tasks. This will enable you to work more
quickly through this part of the paper.

This course is designed to give you lots of opportunities to practice. Practice may not
make perfect, but it does make permanent. Practicing the skills separately will give you
more experience of working with historical interpretations. Practicing working with
historical interpretations and the language of the exam and the mark scheme will help
you to gain confidence working with unfamiliar language and figuring out what these
historians actually mean. Deliberate practice offers you opportunities to practice
specific skills in order to improve them.
Professional historians begin all their books and articles by looking at what other
historians have said and positioning their work within the field. The history of writing
history – or how others have studied a topic – is called historiography.

When answering the questions in this workbook, feel free to type them
directly into the workbook, create a separate document with your
answers, or write them down.
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Subject Glossary
Word

Historical
interpretation

Definition
A historian’s view on what
happened in the past based on
their inferences from the sources
they have used.
A specific part.

In a sentence
Hobsbawm’s interpretation focuses
on the economic elements of the
rise of Fascism in Europe.

In the exam: a quotation.

Explain your answer using details
from both interpretations

How far do you
agree with…?

Your answer must include
arguments for and against the
statement.

How far do you agree with
interpretation x about the role of
women in Nazi Germany?

Nazi/
National Socialist

The party led by Adolf Hitler which
ruled Germany between 1936 and
1945.

Hitler was the leader of Nazi
Germany.

Weimar/
Weimar Germany/
Weimar Republic

Used interchangeably to refer to
Germany between 1919 and 1936.

The Weimar Republic ended with
Hitler’s election.

Dictator

A ruler with total power, typically
one who has obtained control by
force

Hitler ruled as a dictator

Dictatorship

Government by a dictator.

Under the Nazi dictatorship the
German economy improved.

Totalitarian

Relating to a system of government
that is centralised and dictatorial
and requires complete obedience
to the state.

Nazi Germany was a totalitarian
dictatorship.

Fascism

Anti-democratic, one party
dictatorship, often with a strong
leader which values nation and
race above the individual

Fascism increased in Europe
between the wars as a result of
increased economic hardship.

Police State

A state controlled by a police force
which spies on its citizens.

The police state terrorised the
German people the Gestapo.

Chancellor

The German equivalent of Prime
Minister – the person who ran the
country, e.g. Ebert, Hitler

Hindenburg appointed Hitler as
Chancellor on 30 January 1933.

Detail
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Lesson 1 – Analysing Historical Interpretations

What is the Purpose of Lesson 1?
•
•
•

To know how to read historical interpretations
To understand how to identify the argument within a historical interpretation
To be able to summarise historical interpretations

What is a historical interpretation?
Historical interpretations are views (interpretations) of the past informed by
evidence/sources. They are often written down and published, but they do not have to
be. Historians use sources and evidence to understand the past – their use of these
sources forms the basis of their interpretation.
Facts cannot be argued with, but historians often differ on their interpretation of sources
and the weight they give to different types of evidence.
Underline the key words in the passage above and then write your own 5-word definition
of a historical interpretation (it can be more than 5 words – but try to stick with 5!):

____________

____________

____________

Examples of facts
When India became independent, the
country was divided into modern day India
and Pakistan – during the process hundreds of
thousands of Indians died

____________

____________

Examples of interpretations
The Partition of India has been one of the most
tragic of all political events to affect India
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After the American civil war, slavery was
abolished.
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
led to World War I.

The greatest impact of the American Civil War
was abolishing slavery.
The most important assassination in modern
history was the killing of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand of Austria.

How to read interpretations
The historical interpretations in your GCSE exam will have been chosen by the examiners
on purpose. They will have a specific argument or point of view and part of your task is to
identify this argument. Having identified both arguments you only need to describe the
main difference between them. You do not need to understand all of the words in the
extract to identify the argument.

When reading unfamiliar texts try the following:
1. Read through the passage, ignoring any words you are unfamiliar with
2. Underline/highlight the key terms
3. Can you understand the main meaning of the passage?
4. If yes, don’t worry about the words you don’t understand. If no, then look for
contextual clues or try to break down the word into parts you can understand or
recognise
In the exam you use the same interpretations to answer three questions. This is to help you
– by the time you answer the last question (3d) you have spent quite a lot of time working
with the interpretations.
You need to understand the historian’s main argument, but you
do not need to understand EVERY word.
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Practice: Where is the interpretation?
Your first task: For each of the extracts below,
read it quickly, underline the key words/terms
and then identify the focus of each extract. The
first one is done for you.

Key Strategy
1. Scan (read quickly)
2. Underline key terms
3. Do you get the gist? Yes = move on

Interpretation A One – From Versailles and
After, 1919-1933 by Dr Ruth Henig,
published in 1995.

Interpretation A Two – From an online
article ‘The Treaty of Versailles, the Peace
to end all Peace’, by Alan Woods, 2009.

Compared to the treaties which Germany
had imposed on defeated Russia and
Romania in 1918, the Treaty of Versailles
was quite moderate … The Treaty of
Versailles was not excessively harsh on
Germany, either territorially or
economically. However, the German
people were expecting victory not defeat.
It was the acknowledgement of defeat as
much as the Treaty terms themselves,
which they found so hard to accept.

The Versailles Treaty of 1919 was one of the
most outrageous treaties in history. It was a
blatant act of plunder perpetrated by a
gang of robbers against a helpless,
prostrate and bleeding Germany. Amongst
its numerous provisions, it required
Germany and its allies to accept full
responsibility for causing the war and,
under the terms of articles 231-248, to
disarm, make substantial territorial
concessions and pay reparations to the
Entente powers.

Focus: German reaction to Treaty of Versailles.

Focus:

Summary
Argument: What the Treaty of Versailles
signified - Germany’s defeat in the war –
was just as hard to accept as actual
terms of the Treaty, which were
relatively moderate.

Summary
Argument:
Quote:

Quote: “It was the acknowledgement of defeat as

much as the Treaty terms themselves, which they
found so hard to accept.”

Interpretation B One – From Inside the Third
Reich, Albert Speer, published in 1960

Interpretation B Two – From an article by
Victor Schiff written in 1950

Everything about him was reasonable and
ordinary looking; he was no shrieking
fanatic in a uniform. He spoke
passionately; it was hypnotic and
persuasive. We were carried on a wave of
enthusiasm. It swept away our doubts.
Here, it seemed was hope, new ideals, a

If there is one point on which we all agree,
it must be surely that Hitler owes his rise
and ultimate victory to the World
Economic Crisis. Hitler appealed to the
despair of the unemployed workers; the
young people who had no future; to the
middle class businessman and craftsman
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new understanding. The peril of
communism could be stopped.

heading for bankruptcy and to the farmers
threatened with a fall in agricultural prices.

Focus:

Focus:

Summary
Argument:

Summary
Argument:

Quote:

Quote:

Interpretation C One – From Weimar and
Nazi Germany, F. Reynoldson, published in
1996

Interpretation C Two – From Weimar and
Nazi Germany, E. Wilmott, published in
1997.

From 1924 to 1929 the Weimar Republic
was much stronger than it had been just
after the war. Led by Stresemann in the
Reichstag, the different parties managed
to work together. The extreme parties such
as the Nazis gained fewer seats in the
elections. The German people were better
off and more contented. The Weimar
Republic looked safe.

German prosperity was built on quicksand
foundations. The Weimar economy was
dependent upon high-interest American
loans, which usually had to be repaid or
renewed within three months. In times of
depression, US moneylenders could
demand rapid repayment. Moreover,
unemployment never fell below 1.3 million.
Although big business grew in the 1920s,
small firms struggled and many went
bankrupt.

Focus:

Focus:

Summary
Argument:

Summary
Argument:

Quote:

Quote:

Interpretation D One – From Through Hell for Interpretation D Two – From Students
Hitler, Henrik Metelmann, published in 1970 Against Tyranny, published in 1952
At the time, it was smashing. When we
went on our marches the police stopped
the traffic and passers-by had to give the
Nazi salute. We were poor and suddenly
had fine uniforms. I’d never been on
holiday; now they were taking us to camp
by lakes and mountains. I am ashamed to
say now that, to us, Hitler was the greatest
human being in the world. At rallies we

We could not believe it. I remember that
the leaders had told Hans that his songs
were not allowed. Why should he be
forbidden to sing those songs just because
they had been created by other races?
Then came the racial legislation and our
Jewish classmates had to leave school. We
were living in a society then, where hate
and lies had become normal. No one was
P ag e |
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couldn’t hear what he was saying – but we
all screamed anyway. When war came I
was so excited. I thought, ‘Now, I can show
the Fuhrer what I’m made of’.

safe from arrest for the slightest unguarded
remark, and some disappeared forever for
no good reason. Unseen ears seemed to
be listening to everything that was spoken
in Germany.

Focus:

Focus:

Summary
Argument:

Summary
Argument:

Quote:

Quote:

Key Strategy
Summarise the key strategy you’ve used in your own words below:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Assessment: Fact or Interpretation?
*Tip – look back at the examples of facts and interpretations for help*
The Weimar Republic was founded on 9 November 1918
After the First World War, the German people wanted a strong leader.
The power vacuum caused by the abdication of the Kaiser made the German
people uneasy.
Rising unemployment was the main reason for increasing support for the Nazis.
Hitler was elected Chancellor on 30 January 1933.
Hitler’s election as Chancellor marked a significant turning point in German history.
It is undeniable that the economic crisis faced by Germany in the 1920s was the
primary reason for the rise of Hitler and the Nazis.
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Summarising historical interpretations
Having a clear sense of the main argument of each extract will help you to interrogate
these arguments. Now you know the key terms in each of the extracts and have decided
whether there are any unfamiliar words you need to worry about, you can start to think
about summarising each of them.
Return to the extracts and summarise the main point of each. The first one is done for you.
Write a one-sentence summary of the point of view of the author in the box provided.
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Lesson 2 – Evaluating Historical Interpretations

What is the Purpose of Lesson 2?
•
•
•

To know the requirements of question 3b of GCSE paper 3
To understand what the question is actually asking me to do
To be able to answer the question

But what do they really mean?
Historian’s writings, books and articles etc., always advance an argument – they are trying
to persuade the reader that their interpretation (view) about what happened and why, is
correct. It would not be possible for a historian to read everything or to include all the
sources and evidence in their books. Historians are selective about the evidence they use
and will often prefer certain types of sources over others. Looking at and using different
types of sources affects the types of narratives historians write. Historians’ interpretations
differ because they use different sources and/or put different weight on those sources.
These are the types of comments you can make about historical interpretations.

Write in your own words: Why do historians’ interpretations differ?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

P ag e |

12

Historians look at a range of factors and answer lots of questions. These can be divided up
into five broad categories PERMS: Political, Economic, Religious, Military and Social.
Match the PERMS factor to the relevant image

Economic
Political

Religious
Social
Military

What is the historians’ focus?
Your first task: Write the corresponding term under each of the ideas in the table below.
The first has been done for you.
Your second task: Look at the sources you saw previously (they are on the next page too)
What kind of sources might they have used? Circle the what type of source the author
may have used to come to their conclusions. The first is done for you.

Voting records

Unemployment
statistics

Church concerns

Army actions

Cultural artefacts

Political
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Key Strategy
You don’t need to know exactly which type of source – just which part of PERMS it fits in
Interpretation A One – From Versailles and
After, 1919-1933 by Dr Ruth Henig,
published in 1995.

Interpretation A Two – From an online
article ‘The Treaty of Versailles, the Peace
to end all Peace’, by Alan Woods, 2009.

Compared to the treaties which Germany
had imposed on defeated Russia and
Romania in 1918, the Treaty of Versailles
was quite moderate … The Treaty of
Versailles was not excessively harsh on
Germany, either territorially or
economically. However, the German
people were expecting victory not defeat.
It was the acknowledgement of defeat as
much as the Treaty terms themselves,
which they found so hard to accept.

The Versailles Treaty of 1919 was one of the
most outrageous treaties in history. It was a
blatant act of plunder perpetrated by a
gang of robbers against a helpless,
prostrate and bleeding Germany. Amongst
its numerous provisions, it required
Germany and its allies to accept full
responsibility for causing the war and,
under the terms of articles 231-248, to
disarm, make substantial territorial
concessions and pay reparations to the
Entente powers.

What kind of source might they have used?:

What kind of source might they have used?:

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social

Interpretation B One – From Inside the Third
Reich, Albert Speer, published in 1960

Interpretation B Two – From an article by
Victor Schiff written in 1950

Everything about him was reasonable and
ordinary looking; he was no shrieking
fanatic in a uniform. He spoke
passionately; it was hypnotic and
persuasive. We were carried on a wave of
enthusiasm. It swept away our doubts.
Here, it seemed was hope, new ideals, a
new understanding. The peril of
communism could be stopped.

If there is one point on which we all agree,
it must be surely that Hitler owes his rise
and ultimate victory to the World
Economic Crisis. Hitler appealed to the
despair of the unemployed workers; the
young people who had no future; to the
middle class businessman and craftsman
heading for bankruptcy and to the farmers
threatened with a fall in agricultural prices.

What kind of source might they have used?:

What kind of source might they have used?:

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social
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Interpretation C One – From Weimar and
Nazi Germany, F. Reynoldson, published in
1996

Interpretation C Two – From Weimar and
Nazi Germany, E. Wilmott, published in
1997.

From 1924 to 1929 the Weimar Republic
was much stronger than it had been just
after the war. Led by Stresemann in the
Reichstag, the different parties managed
to work together. The extreme parties such
as the Nazis gained fewer seats in the
elections. The German people were better
off and more contented. The Weimar
Republic looked safe.

German prosperity was built on quicksand
foundations. The Weimar economy was
dependent upon high-interest American
loans, which usually had to be repaid or
renewed within three months. In times of
depression, US moneylenders could
demand rapid repayment. Moreover,
unemployment never fell below 1.3 million.
Although big business grew in the 1920s,
small firms struggled and many went
bankrupt.

What kind of source might they have used?:

What kind of source might they have used?:

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social

Interpretation D One – From Through Hell for Interpretation D Two – From Students
Hitler, Henrik Metelmann, published in 1970 Against Tyranny, published in 1952
At the time, it was smashing. When we
went on our marches the police stopped
the traffic and passers-by had to give the
Nazi salute. We were poor and suddenly
had fine uniforms. I’d never been on
holiday; now they were taking us to camp
by lakes and mountains. I am ashamed to
say now that, to us, Hitler was the greatest
human being in the world. At rallies we
couldn’t hear what he was saying – but we
all screamed anyway. When war came I
was so excited. I thought, ‘Now, I can show
the Fuhrer what I’m made of’.

We could not believe it. I remember that
the leaders had told Hans that his songs
were not allowed. Why should he be
forbidden to sing those songs just because
they had been created by other races?
Then came the racial legislation and our
Jewish classmates had to leave school. We
were living in a society then, where hate
and lies had become normal. No one was
safe from arrest for the slightest unguarded
remark, and some disappeared forever for
no good reason. Unseen ears seemed to
be listening to everything that was spoken
in Germany.

What kind of source might they have used?:

What kind of source might they have used?:

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social

Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Social
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Key Strategy
Summarise the key strategy you’ve used in your own words below:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Assessment: Explain why interpretations One and Two differ for each letter:
A. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
B. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
C. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
D. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 3 – Substantiating your answer

What is the Purpose of Lesson 3?
•
•
•

To understand how to use (quote) the interpretations in your answers
To know which parts to reference and argue with
To be able to select which parts would be useful in an answer

Explain your answer using details from both interpretations
Sometimes the exams use counter-intuitive language. When it says ‘detail’ it means
quote. However, it is important that you keep your quotations short! Picking the right word
and saving more time for analysing it is the skill which is being tested – “magpie-ing” out
the most useful or indicative fact is very important.

Practice: Highlight the ‘detail’ you would use from each interpretation and
put it in a sentence in the box below the interpretation. The first one is done
for you.
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Key Strategy
Do NOT quote the historian extensively – you also need to use your
Own Knowledge. You should use the summaries you wrote in tutorial
one.
Interpretation A One – From Versailles and
After, 1919-1933 by Dr Ruth Henig,
published in 1995.

Interpretation A Two – From an online
article ‘The Treaty of Versailles, the Peace
to end all Peace’, by Alan Woods, 2009.

Compared to the treaties which Germany
had imposed on defeated Russia and
Romania in 1918, the Treaty of Versailles was
quite moderate … The Treaty of Versailles
was not excessively harsh on Germany,
either territorially or economically.
However, the German people were
expecting victory not defeat. It was the
acknowledgement of defeat as much as
the Treaty terms themselves, which they
found so hard to accept.

The Versailles Treaty of 1919 was one of the
most outrageous treaties in history. It was a
blatant act of plunder perpetrated by a
gang of robbers against a helpless,
prostrate and bleeding Germany. Amongst
its numerous provisions, it required
Germany and its allies to accept full
responsibility for causing the war and,
under the terms of articles 231-248, to
disarm, make substantial territorial
concessions and pay reparations to the
Entente powers.

The Treaty of Versailles was quite moderate

Interpretation B One – From Inside the Third
Reich, Albert Speer, published in 1960

Interpretation B Two – From an article by
Victor Schiff written in 1950

Everything about him was reasonable and
ordinary looking; he was no shrieking
fanatic in a uniform. He spoke
passionately; it was hypnotic and
persuasive. We were carried on a wave of
enthusiasm. It swept away our doubts.
Here, it seemed was hope, new ideals, a
new understanding. The peril of
communism could be stopped.

If there is one point on which we all agree,
it must be surely that Hitler owes his rise
and ultimate victory to the World
Economic Crisis. Hitler appealed to the
despair of the unemployed workers; the
young people who had no future; to the
middle class businessman and craftsman
heading for bankruptcy and to the farmers
threatened with a fall in agricultural prices.
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Interpretation C One – From Weimar and
Nazi Germany, F. Reynoldson, published in
1996

Interpretation C Two – From Weimar and
Nazi Germany, E. Wilmott, published in
1997.

From 1924 to 1929 the Weimar Republic
was much stronger than it had been just
after the war. Led by Stresemann in the
Reichstag, the different parties managed
to work together. The extreme parties such
as the Nazis gained fewer seats in the
elections. The German people were better
off and more contented. The Weimar
Republic looked safe.

German prosperity was built on quicksand
foundations. The Weimar economy was
dependent upon high-interest American
loans, which usually had to be repaid or
renewed within three months. In times of
depression, US moneylenders could
demand rapid repayment. Moreover,
unemployment never fell below 1.3 million.
Although big business grew in the 1920s,
small firms struggled and many went
bankrupt.

Interpretation D One – From Through Hell for Interpretation D Two – From Students
Hitler, Henrik Metelmann, published in 1970 Against Tyranny, published in 1952
At the time, it was smashing. When we
went on our marches the police stopped
the traffic and passers-by had to give the
Nazi salute. We were poor and suddenly
had fine uniforms. I’d never been on
holiday; now they were taking us to camp
by lakes and mountains. I am ashamed to
say now that, to us, Hitler was the greatest
human being in the world. At rallies we
couldn’t hear what he was saying – but we
all screamed anyway. When war came I
was so excited. I thought, ‘Now, I can show
the Fuhrer what I’m made of’.

We could not believe it. I remember that
the leaders had told Hans that his songs
were not allowed. Why should he be
forbidden to sing those songs just because
they had been created by other races?
Then came the racial legislation and our
Jewish classmates had to leave school. We
were living in a society then, where hate
and lies had become normal. No one was
safe from arrest for the slightest unguarded
remark, and some disappeared forever for
no good reason. Unseen ears seemed to
be listening to everything that was spoken
in Germany.
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Lesson 4 – Structuring your answer

What is the Purpose of Lesson 4?
•
•
•

To know how to structure my answer to question 3d
To understand the amount of detail required
To be able to plan answers to the question

Question 3d has the most marks of any of the questions in the GSCE exam. It is important
that you spend time planning your answer – but not too much time. You need to use your
own knowledge to explain why you might agree and disagree with the statement
provided.
It asks you “How far do you agree” with one of the interpretations.

What does this mean you need to do?
1. Agree
2. Disagree
3. Agree and disagree

In the exam you have about 30 minutes to plan and write this essay. The plan
should not be too detailed, but it does need to be done. You might want to
include key facts that come immediately to mind and a rough outline of
P ag e |
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how you will answer the question. This will help you if you get lost while writing
your answer
When a question asks How far do you agree? It is asking for you to explain
why people might agree or disagree and to make a JUDGEMENT using
CRITERIA

There are marks available in the mark scheme for a conclusion which justifies
the answer using criteria. i.e. agreeing with parts – but disagreeing with other
parts.
Practice: Read the links on the Weimar Republic, Hitler’s rise to power, and
Nazi control and dictatorship, and watch he plan how you would agree and
disagree with each pair
Interpretation A
AGREE

??

DISAGREE
That the Allied Powers can
accurately be described as a
‘gang of robbers’.
That the Versailles Treaty of 1919
was one of the most outrageous
treaties in history.
That the Versailles Treaty was a
blatant act of plunder
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Interpretation B
AGREE

DISAGREE

AGREE

DISAGREE

Interpretation C
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Interpretation D
AGREE

DISAGREE
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Lesson 5 – Final Assessment

During this tutorial you will write up one of the essays you planned in the previous seminar.
1. How many paragraphs should your answer have?
2. How many marks are available for SPaG?
3. How long should you spend writing your answer?
4. Can you use both interpretations?
5. Can you use the sources from earlier in the paper?
6. Do you have to use the sources and BOTH interpretations?
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Reflecting on this booklet
What did you most enjoy about this booklet?

•
•
•

What did you find challenging about the course?

How did you overcome these challenges?

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Notes
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