Five Steps to Questioning like a Pro
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In one word, what does good questioning
look like?
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“There are tworeasons to ask a question: fo
cause studentsto think or to collect evidence
that you need to inform your teaching.”

-Dylan Wiliam
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Session Objectives C

«To learn about some examples of good questioning

« To practise applying different questioning techniques
and strategies

«To share best practice as a group

You'v e asked a question and NOBODY Q
answers...

1) Give pupils time to think! 0

Row e (1974) found thatw henwait timeis increased, pupils:

« Provide extended responses

« Respond with greater confidence

« Offer a greater variety of responses

Link responses fo other pupis' ideas




1) Give pupils time to think!
Strategies for giving thinking time:

« Tak to students about ‘wait time’

“I'd /kel_?/ou al fo fhmk about your answer for 10seconds andthen I'f ask
someone o respo

« Encourage pupils to write their answer first
“Take 30 seconds fo jot down your answer.”

« Think-Pair-Share

30 ds fo thi t th k th
secoends fseconresygur Wmu éj\»)//r ur answerﬁw ep AG ﬁ;ono e
gec:é’ecein f[f;ﬁ minute is over 'd like to you tellme the answer you

You'v e asked a question and the pupil
can'tanswer...
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2) Prompting

1. Original question
“How do vaccines work?"

2. Rephrase the question
“What is the main ingredient of a vaccine and what does our body produce in
response?”

3. Provide a visual/background knowledge cue
“We learnt that vaccines contain weakened or dead disease bacteria. What
does this cause white blood cells to produce?2”
“Have a look at the diagram on page 38. What are the white blood cells doing
in response to the vaccine? Why?2"

4. Give pupils an “either/or" option
“Do vaccines contain a weakened form of the virus/bacteria or drugs fo treat
the ilnessg”
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2) Prompting C

Practice creating prompt questions if students struggled to answer your
original question:

1. Rephrase the question
2. Provide a visual/background knowledge cue

3. Give pupils an “either/or” option

Original question:

« English - Whatis ametaphar2

* Maths - What is arctio?

+ Biology - Which organ systemis the heart part of¢
» Chemistry - Whatis the Avogcdro constant2

* Physics - Whatis the fomula far resutant farce?
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Share your prompt questions
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2) Prompting 0

Top Tip: Provide a checklist
Giving students a checklist of criteriato meet is asimple

w ay of scaffolding the question and guiding pupils
thinking.

What are the main elements of ‘chivairic romance'?
Think about:

- Plot

- Characters

- Narrative
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Youwantto checkif pupils are still with ‘
you...

“Any questions “
s e Do we all
“Does that make
sense?”
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Why aren't these good questions to check
understanding?

 startpresenting o isplay the poll results on tis slide




3) Plan targeted questions

* Bloom’s Tax onomy is a framework for planning questions
of increasing levels of challenge and complexity —tohelp
you target questions at studentsw orking at different levels
Of Conﬁdence Ond Oblllty BLOOM'S TAXONOMY — COGNITIVE DOMAIN (2001)

* Example... y m—

EVALUATING

* Practise...

Goldilocks and the 3 Bears - Bloom’s Taxonomy

Who was Ihe biggestbear?

Remember | \iot food was too hote

Wy didn't the bears eatthe poricge?

Understand Why dic e bears leave iheir howuse?

Listhe sequence ofevents in the sfory.
Draw 3 pichues showing the begirring, micdle and end of e story.

Why do you think Goldilocks went fora sleep?
Analyse Howwoud you feelif youwere Baby Bear?
What kind of person do youttirk Goldilocks is and why?

Howcoud youre-wiite tis storywith a city seting?

Evaluate Wiile asefofries lo prevent what happened inthe siory.

Wiile areview forthe sfory and specify lhe lype of audience that woud erjoy Ihs book. Why

Create has this story beentold over and over againtroughout the years?

Sentence
Starters

Wbt b ]

e summaries
Pl i yous woi werstn

ey
{ranatat

7 Mo tieas ___ tompas
Winal muigSREE can ya
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3) Plan Targeted Questions

Your _turn: In your tutoring group, there is one student who is more
confident than the others. Use the Knowledge/Comprehension-level
question for your subject and one of the sentence starters to write a
more challenging Application/Analysisdevel question.

If ime: prepare a higher challenge questfion at the
Evaluation/Synthesis level

English: What is a metaphor?2

Maths: What is a ratio?

Biology: Which organ system is the heart part of2
Chemistry: What is the Avogadro constant?
Physics: What is Newton's first law of motion?

You want pupilsto dev elop their
answers...

4) Follow up on pupils’ responses

T: Mohammed, is 19 a prime
number?

T: Mohammed, is 19 a prime
number?

M: Yes. M: | don’t know.

T: Ok. Lucy, what do you

T: Great, well done. think?

What could be done differently in each
of these exchanges?
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What could be done differently in each of
these exchanges?
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4) Follow up on pupils’responses

“Can you say a bit more cbout that2 "
Encourage pupils fo elabordte and justify | “What mckesyou say thate”

their response. Show non-verbalinterest and wait for
pupil to elabarate.

“Can you suggest a dfferent way of
doing thisg"

“What would happeniif...2"

“So, whatyou're saying’s..."

“Tell me mare abaut your thinking”
“Y, do you agree with X's response2”
Bounce te quesion to other pupls. “Y, whatwouldyou addto X's
response?"”

Remember that you can prompt pupils where necessary and guide them to build
upon theirthinking

Encourage pupils fo speculale or offer an
alternative response.

Revoice pupils’ answers.

Virtual is reality!

=] T 5 -
g& Okay, you're all zﬁutef:l‘
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5) Plan for questioning virtually ’

*mentimetercom
* create kohoot.it
*padlet.com

*w hiteboard.fi

* Online Delivery Elective @15:45today!
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What is one questioning strategy you’ve leamed more about
today that you would like to implement in your tutorials?
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To confirmy ourattendance of
this session please usethe
below QR code oruse this link
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