‘Low-Tech’ Teaching:

Reimagining the Classroom

Objectives:

« To understandw hatwe mean by ‘low-tech’ teaching.

« To understand how teaching conbe viewedas
performative.

« To ex plore ways of engaging students through ‘low-tech’
methods.

Expectations:

* Be prepared tounmute yourself and share ideas/
thoughts/ experiences veroally.
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Whoamle

Access and Success Projects Officer

Previously Programme Officer for the Briliant Tutoring
Programme and the Scholars Programme.

Completed a PhD in Buddhism and Orientalism
Co-creator of the Text Talks Podcast

Completed associate fellowship of HEA, specializing in low-
tech teaching.

+ Qver 5 years of Quireach activity at Lancaster University,
including hosting National Teachers Conferences.

2 years as a Graduate Teaching Assistant
Part-Time Drama Teacher during my MA
Background in Theatre, Art, and Philosophy and Religion
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Why is ‘low-tech’ teaching relevant

inthe face of modern technology?

- Many of our programmes hav e now moved back intothe
classroom.

- Creates a collaborative environment.

- Some scholarly backing.
- Prevents 'digital fatigue'.

What do we mean by ‘low-
tech’ teaching?

Activity:

» Take 2 minutes towrite a
definition of what ‘low-
tech’ teaching means to
you.

* Be prepared tosharewith
the group.




Defining ‘low-tech’: @

» According fo the Cambridge dictionary lowv-techis:
‘Not usingthe most recent equipment ormethods.’

» ‘Low -tech’is presentedin a derogatory w ay with
synony msincluding ‘backward', ‘rustic’, and ‘crude.’

Defining ‘low-tech’'continued: e

» The w ay | want us to think about ‘low-tech’ teaching is
using methods that do not focus ontechnology, and
applying methods from a different discipline to give a new
perspective, in thiscase, theatre.

* It is not Technophobial

» Understanding how ‘high-tech’ and ‘low tech’ teaching
cancompliment one anotherinthe classroom.

Teaching as a Performance
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Consideryour Space @

» Classroom as a stage. Consider how you set out your

N

w orkspace for infended outcome.

Consider your Space continued @

« Closed off spaces vs. open spaces.
» Don't be afraid to move desks around.

"I brought them up here toillustrate the point of conformity:
t he difficultyin maint aining your own beliefsin the face of
of hers.” — The Dead Poet's Society

W hat are character traits of a
teachere

« Activity: Take a minute to list as
many character traits of teachers
as you can. Be prepared to share
w ith the group.
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Stage-spectator Relationship @

* Your ‘role’ as ateacher

+ Creating asense oflive-ness between ‘actor’ and
‘audience’.*

* Breaking dow n the 4" Wall
@

v
v

*Callery. D.Though the Body: A praciical Gide to Paysical Theatre, Rouedge, New York, 2001)

continued...

» Varying delivery based on audience.

Stage-spectator Relationship @

Body Language @

» Leaky feet
* Receptive body language
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Being your Authentic self

» Don't fry toteachin astyle that does not suityou.
Embrace y our quirks!
» Don't be afraid to ‘fail foward'*

“Chembers, R Parficipatory Workshops: A Soucebookof21 Sefs ofideas and Acfivifies Rouledge. London 2002)

Methods of incorporating the
‘low-tech’ approach

Getting up and moving! @

* lcebreakers

« Activity: Think about how you
could incorporate moving
around in one of y our sessions.
Feedback to the group.
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Using performance/ stories @

» Giving students a script.

» Getting students towrite a script.
» Hot seating characters

« 5Stilllmages

» Activity: For iwo minutes, consider how you could
incorporate one of these activities into one of your
tutoriak. Be prepared to share with the group.

Closing Thoughts

Final Questions to consider: e

* How wouldyou define ‘low-tech’ teaching?

* Inw hatways could you incorporate the thinking and
methods discussed foday into your sessions 2

* What is your main take oway from the sessione

* Please be prepared to share these with the group after2
minutes.
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