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Course Rationale

Our work in Uni Pathways this year will involve practicing skills that will help you
for your GCSE English Language paper 1, question 5 - an extended writing task
worth 40 marks. Achieving well on question 5 is vital for your performance in
paper 1. and its demands in terms of response, creativity, and technical
accuracy will have direct benefits for you across your English examinations. As
high-achieving pupils it is likely you have understood what the question asks of
you, and will be able to produce solid answers. Our short course this year will
give you the opportunity to develop by using your skills in new ways.

The work we will do builds on areas that examiners recognise as especially
important. After the summer exam in 2018, examiners said that 'there is much to
be said for an honest response where the student’s voice can be heard, rather
than an artificial, contrived construction.” In this intervention, we will be providing
many opportunities for you to respond to visual sources in new and interesting
ways: presenting prompts from which your own original ideas can develop. We
will also spend one session on technical accuracy, which is worth 16 marks.



Subject Vocabulary

Definition In a sentence
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Tutorial 1 — Baseline assessment

What is the Purpose of Tutorial 1?

e To give participants time to undertake a pre-SEF questionnaire
e To complete the baseline assessment.

Baseline Assessment

You have 45 minutes to complete this assignment.

The school magazine is inviting sulbbmissions for its new creative
writing section. Either (a) write a story set in a cafe, as
suggested by the following picture or (b) write a story set in a
city at night time.

You should use your time to plan and write your answer. 1/3 of
your marks will be for the quality of the planning, and 2/3 will
be given for the quality of your writing.

Use as much of the space provided, as you need. Ask for more sheets of paper if they are required.
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Baseline Assessment: Planning

Write a plan in whatever way suits you, in the space below. You could pay particular attention to :

- what events might happen, and their order;
- the characters involved;
- any dialogue.



Baseline Assessment: Planning
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Baseline assessment: Writing (1)
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Baseline assessment: Writing (2)
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Plenary reflection: How did you plan?

What was helpful about the way you planned your answer?

How could you improve your planning in the future?
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Tutorial 2 — Technical Accuracy
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On paper 1 question 5, a lot of marks are available simply for writing accurately. Even if you have brilliant
ideas and amazing expression, it will be impossible to reach the highest marks if you don't have your
spelling, punctuation, and grammar in order. In this tutorial you will practice giving proper attention to
these details. We will not cover all possible grammar errors: but you will be better prepared to make
corrections.

What is the Purpose of Tutorial 2?

e Torecognise a range of important technical issues.
e To practice correcting your own work, and the work of others.

Starter

Written below is an extract from a story by Roddy Doyle, with some mistakes in spelling and grammar.
Correct this using red pen.

He grew up in Draculas city. He'd walked past Bram stoker's house
every day on his way to School. but it had meant nothing to him.
He'd never felt a thing not the hand of a ghost or a shiver not a lick
on his neck as he pased. In fact, he was neerly 18, in His last year at
school, before he'd even notised the plague beside the door. He'd
never red the Book, and probably never would.
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Exercise 1

Today, our work will be based on responses to the following picture.

1) Write a description of a family meal, based on this picture. Include:

- alist of people or foods available.
- Something owned by someone.
- At least one place name.
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2) Using a red pen, check that you have met the following targets. Correct anything you have done wrong.

O Capital letters for names and the starts of sentences
O Apostrophes and quotation marks in the right places
O Correct use of colons and commas

3) Swap your book with another member of the class. Using a purple pen, underline any errors that must be
made by your partner.

When you get your book back, write down any types of errors that they showed you.
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Exercise 2

1) Using the same image as exercise, write the opening paragraph of a story about a family meal. This time,
you should make sure that you include some dialoogue.

2) Using a red pen, check that you have met the following targets. (This time, correct use of quotation
marks will be especially important). Correct anything you have done wrong:

O Capital letters for names and the starts of sentences
O Apostrophes and quotation marks in the right places
O Correct use of colons and commas

3) Swap your book with another member of the class. Using a purple pen, underline any errors that must be
made by your partner.

When you get your book back, write down any types of errors that they showed you.
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Plenary
1) Based on the work of the class, identify three SPAG targets that you need to be more careful with.

Target 1.

Target 2:

Target 3:

2) Based on the picture above, write a description of a special occasion that ended surprisingly, OR
write a story called “the gathering”. We will allow time in the session for self-correction and peer

correction.
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Tutorial 3 — Showing and Telling

What is the Purpose of Tutorial 3?

e Tounderstand the difference between 'showing’ and ‘telling’ in narratives and descriptions
e To recognise where showing and telling might be appropriate to be used
e To be able to write using both types of writing.

Starter

Definitions

Telling : is when the writer tells you the main idea or point, without describing too
much about what is happening. An example is - 'The girl was feeling very sad and
lonely'.

Showing: is when the writer shows us all the things that are happening, without
immediately stating what is going on. For example, The girl sat on her own on a
park bench. As her eyes looked down at the damp grass, she let out a quiet sigh: it
was clear to anyone how she was feeling.’

For the following passages, write 'S’ next to any that are showing, and 'T' next to
those that are telling. When you have decided each passage, take any passages
marked T" and 'show' us your own version of what is happening.

1. The first drops of rain came before anyone in the town was awake. By the time most people were eating
their breakfasts, the gentle drizzle had increased to an almighty deluge that soaked to the skin anyone
who dared step foot out of their front door. If there was some relief from the weather at lunch, it was taken
away by 2 o'clock, when a ferocious wind rattled doors and froze the cheeks of anyone brave enough to
walk down the street.

2. He felt cold and thirsty, so he drank a cup of coffee.
3. Alison was feeling tired, so she walked into Asda to get a bottle of Lucozade before school.

4. He wrapped his fingers around the small cup, enjoying the gentle warmth on his cold hands. After
hesitating a moment he lifted it to his lips and tipped it towards his mouth. .

5. It was 815 as the girl marched purposefully across the supermarket car park, towards the low building's
automatic doors. She appeared to be ready for school, with her hair and uniform neatly prepared, but
inside she was tired and hungry. She knew that without some help she wouldn't make it to break time
without something more to eat or drink. As she entered Asda, she quickly picked up a bottle of Lucozade
and took it to the till.

6. The weather had been miserable for days: having rained all morning, ferocious winds now buffeted
Oldham for the rest of the afternoon.
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Exercise 1

One simple rule for narrative is writing is to 'show me, don't tell me'. In other words, you should show your
readers all the interesting details that are going on, and let them slowly come to an understanding about
what action is happening or what emotions the characters are feeling. Showing your reader what is
happening can really bring a story to life — and will make your writing much more interesting than just
stating what happened. Good writing will involve

Task: To practice, there are three images with a sentence telling you what is
happening. For each one, spend three minutes showing us what has
happened.

If you need some help, think about: anything from the five senses you could
talk about; the details of what you can see in the scene; any feelings or
emotions that people in the scene might be going through.

1. Harpo the clown shovelled books into the fire.
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2. The professor suddenly realised something was wrong.

3. The weather on the island was extremely cold.
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Exercise 2

Write freely for 4 minutes for each image, to show us what could be happening.
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Plenary

Spend ten minutes planning writing a story based on this picture called ‘the drought’, OR the start of a
story about a journey that went wrong. You can plan up to five stages of the story. For each of them, you
should decide whether it will mainly feature showing, or telling, then explain why you have made this
choice.

Stage of the story Is this showing or telling? why have you made this decision?
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Tutorial 4 — Producing ideas

What is the Purpose of Tutorial 4?

e To practice using time and space as ways of developing ideas for descriptions and stories.

Starter

Spend five minutes writing what happened before or after the photograph was taken.
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Exercise 1. Before and After

In most cases (and unlike the photograph you have just looked at the start), an image might not tell us
suggest what happened in each moment included, so we can be imaginative in deciding what happens
before and after. However, we must remember that the descriptions and stories we write in the exam need
to be ‘convincing and compelling’ to be really good pieces of writing. So, it is important to think carefully
about making these decisions in our writing. It may be tempting to think of a big disruption — but really
subtle and intelligent changes are likely to help you write a more convincing story.

Task

For each of the examples below, decide on something that could happen in the different time periods
suggested.

Time What happened?

5 years before

5 minutes before

5 seconds before

5 seconds after

5 minutes after

5 years after
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Time

What happened?

5 years before

5 minutes before

5 seconds before

5 seconds after

5 minutes after

5 years after

Time

What happened?

5 years before

5 minutes before

5 seconds before

5 seconds after

5 minutes after

S years after
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Exercise 2: Spaces

When you thought about what happened before and after a particular picture, you may have started
thinking about all the things that were present in the picture — and perhaps outside of them as well. For
any descriptive or narrative writing task, you will need to make choices about what kinds of details you
want to include.

In the next exercise, you need to decide four or five levels of detail for each image, and then consider what
you can say about them. In the first example, the types of space have been written down for you.

1.

Space What can we say?

What is in his pockets?

What clothes he wearing?

What he is sitting on?

Who or what is just outside this
isolated place?

What country or continent do you
think he is located in?
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Space

What can we say?
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Space

What can we say?




Plenary

Either write a description of two friends as suggested by the image below, or a story called 'the table'.

Your story should talk in detail about what has happened before and after the present, and should include
details about what is contained within the image or outside of it.

You should write your plan out clearly before you start writing your story.
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Tutorial 5 — Working with Words

What is the Purpose of Tutorial 5?

e To practice using specific words with imaginative precision

Starter

Use the words in the box to fill in the gaps in the sentences in the best way possible. For each case there is
one answer that is likely to e better than the others!

regret overjoyed miserable exuberant
contented ecstatic frustrated depressed
Theboywas __________ to find that he passed all his GCSEs.

The gardener felt to see all their hard work pay off.

The mother was when both her children came back from their holiday.

Having played football at lunch, the year 7 pupil was very in the final period of the day.

You could tell they were that morning because of the look on their face.

After her boyfriend died suddenly, shewas __________ for months.
The teacherwas __________ by the difficulty of getting the bus home.
After a few years, the school bully finally experienced ______ for his behaviour as a child.
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Exercise 1

In response to the images below, write two contrasting sentences, each of which use one of the pair of
words indicated next to it.

1. Contented
Frustrated

2. Miserable
Exube(ont
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3. Regret
Ecstatic

4. Overjoyed
Depressed
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Plenary

Choose any one of the images from today for inspiration. Based on this, write a story in which frustration
turned to contentment, or, in which someone who was ecstatic became miserable.
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Tutorial 6 — Final Assessment

Final Assessment

You have 45 minutes to complete this assignment.

A close friend of yours is setting up a zine to raise money for
charity, and you want to help them out. For your contribution,
either (a) write a story set at sunset, as suggested by the
picture above or (b) write a story about an island on a lake.

You should use your time to plan and write your answer. 1/3 of
your marks will be for the quality of the planning, and 2/3 will
be given for the quality of your writing.

Use as much of the space provided, as you need. Ask for more sheets of paper if they are required.
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Tutorial 7 - Feedback

STOP

LISTEN

YOU’RE GETTING

FEEDBACK

What is the Purpose of Tutorial 7?

To receive feedback on final assessments.

To share examples of best practice with the other pupils in your group.

To write targets for improvement in school lessons.

To reflect on the programme including what was enjoyed and what was challenging.

Final assessment feedback

What | did well... What | could have improved on...
[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]

My target for future work is...
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Reflecting on Uni Pathways

What did you most enjoy about Uni Pathways?

What did you find challenging about the programme? How did you overcome these challenges?
[ J [
[ [ ]
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Notes
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Notes
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