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Guidance for Tutors 

Dear Tutors, 

At The Brilliant Club, we are committed to ensuring that all students who take part in our programmes 
are assessed in a fair way.  Because of that, it is important that we ensure that all tutors who are 
marking and providing feedback on students’ baseline and final assignments do so in a standardised 
way, in accordance with our university style mark schemes. 

This booklet has been designed to be used as a reference guide when marking baseline assignments.  
As baseline assignments are set and written at the start of the course, we do not expect pupils to do 
well on them, as they have not yet had the opportunity to develop the subject knowledge from the 
course, the critical thinking skills or the writing skills that develop when presenting a thorough and 
complete argument. 

Each of the scripts included has been double marked and annotated so that you can see how and 
why marks are awarded.  Please navigate to the section that utilises the same mark scheme as the 
one used in the course that you are delivering. 

If you have any questions or queries, please contact your Programme Officer or a member of our 
Teaching and Learning team at tutortraining@thebrilliantclub.org  

I hope that you find this a useful document. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Angie Baker 
Head of Teaching and Learning

The Brilliant Club is a registered charity in England and Wales (no. 1147771) and Scotland (no. SC048774).  

The Brilliant Club is a registered company limited by guarantee in England and Wales (no. 7986971). 
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Key Stage 2 & 3 STEM Mark Scheme 
  
   Subject Knowledge Critical Thinking Written Communication 

1st   

The work shows a deep 
knowledge and understanding 
of key ideas and scientific 
methods or mathematical 
methods, working with relevant 
sources.   

Knowledge is used to build 
and support very strong 
scientific arguments and 
explanations  

Analyses key scientific or mathematic 
evidence and arguments. Interprets 
meaning and makes connections.   

Decides on the strengths and 
weaknesses of arguments and backs 
arguments up with scientific or 
mathematic evidence. Understands 
the relative importance of 
arguments.    

Brings information together to form 
conclusions.  

The work has a coherent flow and is well 
structured.   

The writing style is appropriate; key 
terms are used accurately and 
effectively to support the arguments 
and explanations made.  

There are no, or very few, errors in 
spelling or grammar.   

Consistent referencing; matching the 
style taught in the course.  

2:1  

The work shows an 
understanding of key ideas 
and scientific or mathematic 
methods, using relevant 
sources.  

Knowledge is used to build 
and support strong scientific or 
mathematic arguments and 
explanations.  

Analyses key scientific or mathematic 
evidence and arguments.  

Recognises and uses scientific or 
mathematic evidence and 
arguments. Decides on the strengths 
and weaknesses of arguments and 
backs up arguments with scientific 
evidence.   

Shows some understanding that 
some arguments are more important 
than others.  

The work is well-structured.  

The writing style is appropriate; key 
terms are used correctly.  

There are few errors in spelling or 
grammar.   

Mostly consistent referencing; matching 
the style taught in the course.   

2:2  

The work shows an 
understanding of key ideas 
and scientific or mathematic 
methods, with no major errors.  

Beginning to apply this 
knowledge to build and 
support strong scientific or 
mathematic arguments and 
explanations.  

Identifies and uses basic scientific or 
mathematic evidence and 
arguments.  

Decides on the strengths and 
weaknesses of scientific or 
mathematic arguments and 
evidence and gives opinions.   

Not yet showing understanding that 
some arguments are more important 
than others.    

The work has some structure.   

The writing style can sometimes be 
informal; occasionally key terms are not 
used when it would be appropriate to 
do so.    

There are some errors in grammar and 
spelling do not get in the way of 
communicating the content.   

Referencing has some consistency; 
matching the style taught in the course   

3rd   

Starting to understand key 
ideas and scientific and 
mathematical methods, with 
some errors.   

Does not yet use this 
knowledge to build and 
support scientific or 
mathematic arguments and 
explanations.   

Beginning to identify and use 
scientific or mathematic evidence 
and arguments.  

Describes evidence and arguments.   

Not yet able to decide on the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
scientific or mathematic evidence 
and arguments.  

  

The grammar, spelling, style, and 
structure of the work need improving in 
order to communicate ideas to the 
reader.    

Key terms and references are not 
always used correctly.  
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Key Stage 3 STEM Task & Examples 
Task: 
Homework 1 – Baseline assignment   

 Write a 400-word essay describing an infectious disease we have discussed during the tutorial. In the 
essay explain why you think this disease is a threat to public health and describe any interventions you 
think could be implemented to reduce the spread of this disease.   

 Structure of essay (just a rough guide):   

 100-word introduction describing what the infectious disease is, its symptoms, what causes it 
and how it spreads.   

 100-words explaining why you think this disease is a threat to public health (tip: think about the 
symptoms, are they dangerous?).   

 100-words describing any interventions you think could reduce the spread of this disease (tip: 
think about the method of transmission, what could you do to prevent this?).   

 

Example A: 
 
COVID-19, also known as coronavirus, is a serious and contagious disease that has affected people 
worldwide. It was first discovered in late 2019 in China and then got spread in the whole world. It had 
major impact on people’s life, their school, work and daily lives. 
 
COVID-19 is primarily transmitted from person to person through respiratory droplets produced through 
sneezes, and coughs of an infected person. It can spread to thousands of people because of its highly 
contagious nature. To cure the widespread of this virus, there are thousands of steps taken by the 
people and the government. 
 
Wearing masks is one of the essential precautions to prevent virus from spreading. Social distancing is 
another vital practise, which involves maintaining a safe distance from others to minimize close 
contact. 
 
Very frequent handwashing is also very important to stop the spread of this virus. Proper hygiene can 
help remove any potential virus particles from our hands, reducing the risk of infection. 
COVID-19 most often causes respiratory symptoms that can feel much like a cold, the flu or 
pneumonia. COVID-19 may attack more than your lungs and respiratory system. Other parts of your 
body may also be affected by the disease. Most people with COVID-19 have mild symptoms, but 
some people become severely ill, and you may have muscle or body aches, headaches, sore throat, 
new loss of taste or smell, fatigue and shortness of breath of difficulty breathing. 
 
In conclusion, the coronavirus has changed people’s perspective on living. It has also changed 
people’s way of interacting and how to live. To deal with this virus, it is very important to follow the 
important guidelines such as masks, social distancing and techniques to wash your hands. Getting 
vaccinated is also very important to everyone to do the part to protected themselves and their 
communities. 
 
SK: 45 CT: 40 WC: 40 Overall Mark: 42 
 
This pupil has provided a brief overview of a particular disease, demonstrating some subject 
knowledge of concepts and processes, as well as provided some evaluation of potential interventions.  
These are brief and simple. 
 

Commented [A1]: Introduces idea and gives brief 
contextualisation. 

Commented [A2]: Describes process of contagion. 

Commented [A3]: Demonstrates subject knowledge 
with no misconceptions. 

Commented [A4]: Describe process of infection. 

Commented [A5]: Offers simple conclusion. 
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Example B: 
 
The disease that I am researching is HIV.  HIV is an infectious disease that can be transmitted by sexual 
activities or by sharing needles and syringes when taking drugs. The symptoms for HIV are diarrhoea, 
mouth sores, fevers, headaches and nights sweats. HIV is the destroying of white blood cells.  Most 
people when they get this disease start off with flu-like symptoms that can last from 2-6 weeks. HIV 
stands for Human Immunodeficiency virus which attacks your immune system when you catch it.    
 
HIV is a threat to the public because if caught and spread, it could infect more and more people, who 
may not even know they have it.  When it is left untreated, the symptoms get worse and it can turn into 
AIDS which has no effective cure at the moment. Once HIV is caught it stays with you for the rest of 
your life which is unlike some other diseases. This disease is dangerous because it weakens your 
immune system making it easier for you to catch other viruses` and there is a risk of cancer developing.  
 
There are several ways to prevent catching HIV; 1) by using condoms when having sex, 2) do not inject 
yourself with drugs using used needles, and 3) try and reduce the amount of unprotected sex you 
have with different people as it can spread to more people and finally get tested often for HIV if you 
practise any of the above, to reduce the risk of spreading it. If you do test positive for HIV, seek 
medical attention so you have the chance to live a long healthy life as long as you stay on treatment.  
 
SK: 52 CT: 48 CT: 48 Overall Mark: 50  
 
This pupils has demonstrated good subject knowledge and, in the middle paragraph, begun to use 
that knowledge to generate a reasonable argument.  Most of the essay is descriptive but there are 
hints at evaluation. 
 

Example C: 
 
Malaria  
 
Malaria is an infectious disease which is caused by a parasite.A parasite is a living organism that lives 
on a host or gets food from them.In this case the parasite that causes malaria are mosquitoes.Malaria 
is caused by the plasmodium parasite.It spreads to humans through the bites of infected mosquitos. 
There are 5 different types of these parasites .When malaria enters the body it grows and multiplies in 
your liver cells then into your red blood cells. The malaria destroys the red blood cell and continues to 
invade the others till there would be a loss. The most common symptoms that occur if you have 
malaria are high temperatures, feeling hot and shivery,vomiting,diarrhoea,headaches and muscle 
pains.  
 
Malaria is very dangerous to the human body if not treated properly.The most dangerous types of 
symptoms of malaria are swelling to the brain and fatigue.This can then escalate to life threatening 
health problems such as seizures, brain damage,trouble breathing,organ failure ,comas and even to 
the point of death. So it is very important for people to understand the threats of malaria to be able to 
avoid it. Malaria is a serious problem in a africa. Malaria tends to be very popular in tropical and hot 
countries. So malaria would be a problem for them if it affects a whole country. This will have a social 
and impact on a country.First of all it would affect the health of people that live in that country so if 
people die it would affect the population of that country. Therefore that would bring an economic 
problem. There wouldn’t be people to work and there would be less people available for jobs which 
would bring down the country’s GPD per capita.  
 
To prevent malaria you would need to find a way to keep mosquitoes from biting you and feeding 
from your blood and you would need to protect yourself from anybody else who has been infected. To 
prevent mosquitoes from biting you you should wear long sleeved shirts and try not to show too much 
skin. You can also sleep under a mosquito net .You can also apply mosquito repellent to your skin to 

Commented [A6]: Introduces disease and 
demonstrates some subject knowledge. 

Commented [A7]: Understands scientific process. 

Commented [A8]: Beginning to draw ideas together 
and forming conclusions. 

Commented [A9]: There is a sense here of subject 
knowledge being used to build an argument. 

Commented [A10]: Demonstrates subject 
knowledge, mainly descriptive. 

Commented [A11]: Introduces disease and begins to 
demonstrate some knowledge of scientific process. 

Commented [A12]: Some depth as to specifics of 
malaria development. 

Commented [A13]: Some evaluation - ‘the most’ - 
highlighting severest symptoms. 

Commented [A14]: This section is beginning to 
exemplify argument making using subject 
knowledge and then filtering it through different 
lenses. 
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prevent them from drinking your blood. And finally you can get a malaria vaccine to prevent any 
malaria from spreading in your body 
 
SK: 62 CT: 60 WC: 55  Overall Mark: 59 
 
This pupil has demonstrated some critical engagement with ideas, drawing them together to build a 
reasonable and coherent argument.  In the second paragraph, there is the beginning of some depth 
of analysis and evaluation through both medical and economic lenses. 
 

Commented [A15]: Describes potential interventions. 
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Key Stage 4 & 5 STEM Mark Scheme 
 
  Subject Knowledge  Critical Thinking  Written Communication  

1st   

The work shows a depth of 
knowledge and understanding 
of key concepts and scientific 
methods, through engaging 
with relevant sources.  

Knowledge is used to build and 
support highly effective 
scientific arguments and 
explanations.   

Analyses key scientific 
evidence, arguments, and 
reasoning. Interprets meaning 
and makes connections.  

Identifies and critically evaluates 
key scientific arguments and 
evidence, deciding on their 
credibility, strength, and relative 
significance, drawing 
convincing conclusions.  

The work has a coherent flow and is well 
structured.   

The writing style is appropriate; scientific 
language and key scientific terms are used 
accurately and effectively to support the 
arguments and explanations made.  

There are no, or very few, errors in spelling or 
grammar.   

Consistent referencing, appropriate 
paragraphing and use of correctly labelled 
tables and graphs matching the style taught 
in the course.  

2:1  

The work shows an 
understanding of key concepts 
and scientific methods, 
drawing on relevant sources.  

Knowledge is used to build and 
support effective scientific 
arguments and explanations.   

Analyses relevant scientific 
evidence, arguments, and 
reasoning.  

Identifies and critically evaluates 
relevant scientific arguments 
and evidence, deciding on their 
credibility and strength, drawing 
reasonable conclusions.  

Shows some understanding of 
the relative value of evidence 
and arguments.   

The work is well-structured.  

The writing style is appropriate; scientific 
language and key terms are used correctly.   

There are few errors in spelling or grammar.   

Mostly consistent referencing and use of 
tables and figures; matching the style taught 
in the course.  

2:2  

The work shows an 
understanding of key concepts 
and scientific methods, with no 
major misconceptions.  

Beginning to apply this 
knowledge to build and 
support effective scientific 
arguments and explanations.  

Identifies and uses basic 
scientific evidence, arguments, 
and reasoning.  

Showing some understanding of 
the quality of scientific 
arguments and evidence.  

Not yet showing understanding 
of the relative value of 
evidence and arguments.   

The work has some structure.   

The writing style can sometimes be informal; 
occasionally scientific language and key 
terms are not used when it would be 
appropriate to do so.    

There are some errors in grammar and 
spelling do not get in the way of 
communicating the content.   

Referencing has some consistency; matching 
the style taught in the course   

Limited use of tables and graphs.  

3rd   

Shows a developing 
understanding of key concepts 
and scientific methods, with 
some misconceptions.  

Does not yet apply this 
knowledge to build and 
support scientific arguments 
and explanations.    

Beginning to analyse scientific 
evidence, arguments, and 
reasoning.  

Describes evidence and 
arguments, while not yet 
evaluating them.   

The grammar, spelling, style, and structure of 
the work need improving in order to 
communicate ideas to the reader.   

Scientific language, key terms and 
references are not always used correctly.  

Limited, or no use of tables and graphs.  
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Key Stage 4 STEM Task & Examples 
 

Task: 
Write a 500-word essay describing what stem cells are and how can they be used for treating 
diseases.  

In the essay explain what makes stem cells different to any other cell, and why they could be used to 
treat some diseases. You should also make one example of a disease condition that you think it may 
be treated with stem cell therapy in the future.   

 Structure of essay (just a rough guide):  

 100-word introduction describing what stem cells are and comparing their characteristics with all 
other cells in the human body.  

 100-words explaining why you think stem cells could be used for therapy.  

 100-words describing a disease that you think may be treatable with stem cells. 

 

Example A: 
 
Stem cells are a key part of the human body . In the human body, there are over 100 trillion cells that 
make up the human body.  Different cell groups carries out  different jobs . Stem cells have two 
characteristics, these characteristics include self renewal and differentiation . Self renewal meaning 
that they can copy themselves if they are broken or lost . Differentiation meaning that they can 
replace dead or damaged cells throughout the body . Stem cells are used for many different things , 
such as regenerative medicine, using stem cells to replace damaged organs . However, normal cells 
are the basic building blocks of life , making up every living thing known to man . Cells are initially 
categorised into 2 different groups, the eukaryotic cells and the prokaryotic cells. These two types turn 
out to be very important.  
 
I think stem cells could be used for therapy as they carry out a process called regenerative medicine. 
This mean that the can replace and heal organs when damaged. Some positives of stem cell therapy 
include, it is a good pain relief mechanism, it boosts functionality in the human body and increases the 
recovery speed. In the future, regenerative medicine could prove to be the new type of transplants as 
they can replace organs needed and reduce the number of transplants that are used. Stem cells are 
a key part of life when very ill. They are able to be donated as they have no set roles meaning they 
can target key organs if damaged. They can also be used to reduce nerve damage and reverse 
complex injuries. I believe that stem cells will be a key part of human cures and healing in the future. 
 
A disease I think can be treated with stem cells is leukemia.Leukemia is a cancer of the white bloods. 
Acute leukemia means that it can spread quickly and aggressively, this can be treated using stem cell 
therapy. The two main types of white blood cells are monocytes and granulocytes in group 1 and 
lymphocytes in group 2 . Stem cells are a good treatment for this because they can help fight away 
the bacteria cells as they able to do the same job as white blood cells, which is to help fight infection. 
Another disease that it helps with is lymphoma, which is again a cancer of the white blood cells .This 
cancer affects the lymph system which runs thin tubes and lymph nodes around the body . This again 
can be treated with injections of stem cells . The lymph system is a very important part of our immune 
system which helps fight bacteria . Stem cells will prove to be very useful in the future when it comes to 
diseases of different blood cells  
 
SK: 45 CT: 42 WC: 48 Overall Mark: 44 
 

Commented [A16]: Offers a basic introduction to 
contextualise the reader. 

Commented [A17]: Shows a developing subject 
knowledge and uses and explains scientific 
language. 

Commented [A18]: Demonstrates some basic 
knowledge. 

Commented [A19]: Attempts an argument but very 
broad. 

Commented [A20]: Some attempt at broad 
evaluation of scientific method. 

Commented [A21]: Another broad argument. 

Commented [A22]: Demonstrates subject 
knowledge. 

Commented [A23]: Beginning to draw ideas 
together. 

Commented [A24]: Some sense of a conclusion but 
very loose and overarching. 
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This pupil has described stem cells and their uses in a broad overview, has begun to use knowledge to 
form very basic arguments and present potential cases studies but arguments are undeveloped.  
Writing is clear and scientific language in used in places although there is no flow to the argument. 

 

Example B: 
 
What stem cells are and how can they be used to treat Alzheimer’s?          
What are stem cells?  Stem cells are special cells in our bodies that can develop into any needed cell. 
Stem cells have to properties that distinguish them from all other cells. They have the ability to make 
more cells exactly like them, this is called self-renewal. The other property that distinguishes them is they 
can become other cells that do different things in a process known as differentiation. Stem cells are 
found in almost every tissue of the body, and are needed for the maintenance of tissue and also 
needed for repair after injury. Stem cells have various medical uses some of these being; detecting 
birth defects, destruction of cancer cells, and treatment of brain maladies (brain diseases.) They are 
key to normal development and health from conception to adulthood. Stem cells also have great 
potential for treating patients with currently untreatable conditions.  
 
Why can stem cells be used for therapy? 
I think that stem cells could be used for therapy because it promotes the repair response of diseased 
dysfunctional or injured tissue using stem cells or their derivatives. Stem cell therapy is a type or 
regenerative medicine. Regenerative medicine first picked up steam in the 1990’s when tissue 
engineering became popular for stem cell research and procedures like skin grafting. Stem cells are 
given to people to replace cells that have been destroyed or have died. In certain cases, like cases 
with cancer, they may be used to help the body regain the ability to produce stem cells after 
treatment. In people with multiple myeloma (cancer of mature plasma cells in the bone marrow) and 
specific types of leukemia stem cell therapy is used to destroy cancer cells. This type of therapy is 
called graft-versus-cancer, the donor’s white blood cells are used to destroy the cancerous tumour. 
Furthermore, they generate healthy cells to replace cells affected by disease (regenerative medicine). 
Stem cells can be guided into becoming specific cells that can be used in people to regenerate and 
repair tissues that have been damaged or affected by disease. Some benefits of stem cell therapy 
treatment of Cardiovascular Diseases, helps heal incisions and wounds, treatment of 
Neurodegenerative Diseases, autoimmune Diseases and Orthopaedic Conditions.   
 
A disease I think that could be cured by stem cells.  
I think that a disease that can be cured with stem cells is Alzheimer’s because stem cells can be 
genetically modified in vitro and have high migratory capacity after transplantation into the brain, 
they can be an efficient way to delivery neurotrophic factors or enhance gene expression that can 
modify the course of the disease. Transplanted neural stem cells (NSCs) can regenerate degraded 
cholinergic neurons, and new neurons derived from NSCs can form synaptic connections with 
neighbouring neurons. In theory, employing NSCs to replace and restore damaged cholinergic 
neurons and brain connections may offer new treatment options for AD. Some symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s are forgetting about recent conversations or events, misplace items, forget the names of 
places and objects, have trouble thinking of the right word and many others.   
 
SK: 52 CT: 52 WC: 58 Overall Mark: 54 
 
This pupil has presented the beginning of an argument which explores the underlying scientific 
methodology of stem cells and begins to apply them to a case study.  There are sections which 
demonstrate basic analytical thinking.  Scientific language is used well and the writing flows from 
beginning to end, although it ends a little abruptly. 
 

 

Commented [A25]: Demonstrates clear scientific 
understanding of stem cell properties and uses. 

Commented [A26]: Accurate but mainly descriptive. 

Commented [A27]: Demonstrates engagement with 
scientific methods but still mainly descriptive. 

Commented [A28]: In this section, we are beginning 
to see some sense of critical engagement with the 
knowledge base.  Scientific processes are 
explained and there is some sense of an argument 
developing. 
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Example C: 
 
Stem cells give the opportunity for new medicines that can save many different lives. They are cells 
without a specific function meaning that they could be used against diseases. There are two 
characteristics that stem cells have: self-renewal and differentiation. Differentiated cells have specific 
roles like repairing damaged or dead cells. However, self-renewing cells multiply to ensure that there 
are enough stem cells. Stem cells are important as they can help us understand how different diseases 
work and could be used to create regenerative medicine to cure them. Without them, we would not 
be able to repair injuries, as they are crucial for tissue repair. 
 
Studying stem cells allows scientists to understand how diseases like cancer develop and get worse. By 
looking at the stem cells they can learn and create a treatment for them before they get worse and 
becomes uncurable. Therefore, studying stem cells can allow scientists to find a cure for many 
diseases. If we can manage to fully understand stem cells that can allow most diseases to be curable 
and save a lot of lives. 
 
Diabetes appears when the body is unable to create enough insulin. Insulin is a hormone that is 
required by the human body, it regulates the blood sugar levels so that they are at a safe level. If 
someone doesn't have enough insulin it could cause them to get diabetes. Stem cell research creates 
a solution to this by making cells that produce enough insulin. This could make diabetes have a cure 
and not be a life-threatening disease. 
 
Stem cells could also be used to change genetics and prevent genetic diseases and ensure that 
people are born healthy. With stem cells we can change genetic mistakes early and make sure that 
everyone is healthy and doesn't have to suffer from any diseases. The ability to remove a harmful 
disease early could lead to less medicine needing to be made as more people would be healthier. 
There are a lot of stem cells located in the fetus which contribute to the development of it. These are 
embryonic stem cells which are found in the early stages of the embryo. They can develop into any 
type of cell. This process is called differentiation. They can become nerve cells, blood cells and many 
other types of cells. 
 
Self-renewal stem cells can be found in bone marrow. They can renew themselves and create 
different types of cells like blood cells or white blood cells. Self-renewal stem cells make blood cells 
throughout a person’s life. Stem cells ensure that there are enough healthy blood cells or blood cells.   
 
In conclusion, stem cells can save many lives through different methods like making medicine or 
changing genetics. This can be achieved after more knowledge and research of stem cells to create 
an opportunity for healthier people and less lives being lost to uncurable diseases.  
 
SK: 58 CT: 63 WC: 57 Overall Mark: 58 
 
This pupil has offered a thoughtful consideration of the potential of stem cells, drawing together 
different ideas and beginning to evaluate the effects of stem cell research on individual diseases but 
also the wider medical field.  The essay is well structured and they find their argument towards the 
middle and then follow it through. 
 

Commented [A29]: Uses scientific language to 
explain concepts. 

Commented [A30]: Beginning to evaluate scientific 
process. 

Commented [A31]: Drawing ideas together and 
generating reasonable conclusion. 

Commented [A32]: Uses knowledge to build 
argument. 

Commented [A33]: Draws together argument in 
appropriate conclusion. 
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Key Stage 2 & 3 Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Mark Scheme 
 

 

 Subject Knowledge Critical Thinking Written Communication 

1st 

The essay shows a broad 
knowledge and understanding 
of key ideas, working with a 
wide range of relevant 
sources.   

Knowledge is used to build 
and support very strong 
arguments.   

Analyses key ideas, information, and 
arguments. Interprets meaning and 
makes connections.  

Recognises and uses arguments and 
statements and decides on their 
strengths and weaknesses and on 
how important they are.   

Brings information together to form 
conclusions.  

The essay flows clearly, taking the 
reader on a journey from the 
introduction to the conclusion.   

The writing style is appropriate; key 
terms are used well.   

There are no, or very few, errors in 
spelling or grammar.   

Referencing is used consistently and 
matches the style taught in the course.  

2:1 

The essay shows an 
understanding of key ideas, 
using a range of relevant 
sources.   

Knowledge is used to build 
and support strong 
arguments.   

Analyses key ideas and information.  

Recognises and uses arguments, 
deciding on their strengths and 
weaknesses.  

Shows some understanding that some 
arguments are more important than 
others.  

The essay has a clear structure and the 
arguments are easy to follow. The 
introduction outlines the essay and the 
conclusion summarises the arguments.  

The writing style is appropriate; key 
terms are used correctly.  

There are few errors in spelling or 
grammar.   

Referencing is mostly consistent and 
matches the style taught in the course.  

2:2 

The essay shows an 
understanding of key ideas, 
with no major errors.  

Beginning to apply this 
knowledge to build and 
support arguments.  

Begins to analyse ideas and 
information.  

Recognises and uses basic arguments 
and decides on their strengths and 
weaknesses.  

Not yet showing understanding that 
some arguments are more important 
than others.     

The structure of the writing could be 
improved to better guide the reader 
through the arguments.  

The writing style can sometimes be 
informal. Occasionally key terms are 
not used when it would be appropriate 
to do so.    

There are some errors in spelling or 
grammar, but they do not get in the 
way of communicating the content.  

There is some consistency to the 
referencing.  

3rd 

Starting to understand key 
ideas, with some errors. Not yet 
using this knowledge to build 
and support arguments.  

Begins to analyse ideas and 
information.   

Describes a point of view. Not yet 
able to evaluate arguments.   

The grammar, spelling, style and 
structure of the work need improving in 
order to communicate ideas to the 
reader.   

The essay has no or a limited 
introduction and conclusion.   

Key terms and references are not 
always used correctly.  
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Key Stage 3 Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Task 
& Examples 
 

Task: 
For your homework, your task is to write a short essay on what this source tells us about the idea of 
belonging. Try to write around 400 words. 
 
Read the source below by David Lammy. Use this source and the other sources we’ve discussed today 
to answer the question: Do you think the Windrush generation felt that they belonged in Britain? Why or 
why not?  Some points to get you started: 

 What is the source? 
 Who wrote/created it? 
 Whose story does it tell? Is there anything it doesn’t tell us? 
 What does it mean to belong? 
 What does it tell you about the experience of migrating to and belonging in Britain? 
 Remember to share your answer to the main question too! 

 
Submit your homework on the online platform, The Hub. 
 
Source 10: Extract from Perspectives on the Windrush generation scandal: A response from David 
Lammy, MP for Tottenham  
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/perspectives-on-the-windrush-generation-scandal-a-response-
from-david-lammy 

The relationship between Britain and the Caribbean runs back all the way to 1623, and despite slavery 
and colonisation 25,000 Caribbeans volunteered to serve in the First World War and Second World War 
alongside British troops. When my ancestors arrived in this country under the Nationality Act of 1948, 
they arrived as British citizens. They were British subjects not because they came to Britain, but because 
Britain came to them, took their ancestors across the Atlantic, colonised them, sold them into slavery, 
profited from their labour and made them British subjects. The connection between Britain and 
colonised countries was created by the former, which makes it all the more appalling to see individuals 
who helped rebuild this shattered nation in the post-war period be rejected, caged, turned into 
prisoners by their own country and disqualified as British.  

 
Example A: 
 
In my opinion, the Windrush generation did not feel that they belonged in Britain after migrating there 
from the Caribbean. This source is an extract from Perspectives on the Windrush generation scandal: A 
response from David Lammy who is the MP for Tottenham. This extract describes the immense pride 
Caribbeans felt for Britain by volunteering in both world wars, even when this area has history of slavery 
and colonisation by the British. David Lammy portrays his disgust for the Windrush scandal when 
describing his ancestors, who arrived in the country under the Nationality Act of 1948, as British 
because Britain forced them to be through colonisation and slavery and how the British have profited 
off these people, especially when helping rebuild the wreckage of the nation during the post-war 
period. The notion that the Windrush generation did not feel that they belonged is evident as the idea 
that the Windrush generation were manipulated into fixing up and rebuilding the war-stricken country 
is clear in the phrase ‘They were British subjects not because they came to Britain, but because Britain 
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came to them,’1. This idea is even further reinforced when after the country was rebuilt these people 
were deported and neglected, as if they were used as a tool all this time. 
 
Sam King (1926-2016) was a Windrush immigrant himself who was an RAF serviceman and the first black 
Mayor of Southwark. In an extract from the museum of London website King explains his experiences 
travelling from the colonies to England, and how he felt unaccepted arriving in the motherland.  King 
describes how newspapers evidently showed they did not want immigrant from the Caribbean 
coming over to Britain and how Parliament was trying to find a way to stop them from arriving, as well 
as how it took three weeks to arrive in Tilbury due to the boat having engine troubles. King’s horrible 
experiences did not stop there as it was difficult to be able to even adjust to living in the United 
Kingdom, due to not being able to rent a place to live due to his skin tone2. We get even more insight 
by from an extract published in History today by Richard Cavendish who got more knowledge from 
Sam King. Apparently as the ship drew towards England there was apprehension onboard that the 
authorities would turn the boat back and King go two ex-RAF wireless operators to eavesdrop on 
incoming radio signals from outside the ship’s radio room. They ended up hearing the Arthur Creech 
Jones on the BBC say they must be allowed to land but would not last one winter in England anyway3. 
All of this accentuates the idea that the Windrush generation experienced rejection and prejudice 
from not just from civilians but the government as well, only allowed to arrive due to their British 
passports. 
 
Overall, the Windrush generation felt that they were neglected as British citizens and never truly 
welcomed or respected due to discrimination of skin tone or nationality and hatred/dislike from the 
government and others. Other felts as if they were only allowed in to do labour and fix the post war 
country, and as if Britain only saw them as workers, not actual 
people.                                                                                                                                                                    
 
SK: 55 CT: 55: WC: 59 Overall Mark: 57 
 
This is a great attempt at making an argument using sources.  The pupil has written a clear introduction 
in response to the question, moved through a number of points, supported by evidence from a range 
of sources and drawn a reasonable conclusion.   
 

Example B: 
 
News report on the Windrush 
This news report about the Empire Windrush speaks about the arrival and experiences of the Empire 
Windrush in 1930.This report is about 4 people / men who experienced the arrival of the ship coming all 
the way from Jamaica, Trinidad and Bermuda to England. 
 
The story about Jamaican life was barely shared throughout this piece. Examples like houses, 
experiences of the cities, and more were not shared. Instead, Source 7 was all about money and jobs 
and determination to do well. It would have been good if we could hear about the Jamaican 
background stories and how their feelings and thoughts were produced throughout the experience.  
 
SK: 38 CT: 40 WC: 43  Overall Mark: 40 

 
1 David Lammy, PerspecƟves on the Windrush generaƟon scandal, hƩps://www.bl.uk/windrush/arƟcles/perspecƟves-on-the-
windrush-generaƟon-scanfdal-a-response-from-david-lammy 
2 Sam King, hƩps://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/discover/how-did-empire-windrush-change-london-docklands 
3 Richard Cavendish, Arrival of [HMT] Empire Windrush, History Today Volume 48 Issue 6 June 1998. 
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This is a very short response which doesn’t have the space to really convey the pupil’s ideas.  It does 
however demonstrate that the pupil has engaged with a source, has some subject knowledge about 
the experience of the migrants and is attempting a critical stance, although this is more criticism of the 
source rather than critical engagement with it. 
 
Example C: 
 
THE WINDRUSH GENERATION, DID THEY FEEL LIKE THEY BELONGED IN BRITAIN? 
 
Firstly, what does it mean to belong? To belong, you must feel like your more than an acquaintance to 
people, you must feel like your accepted and you are yourself and you do not have to always hide 
yourself from others. 
 
I believe that during World War two, the people of the Windrush generation did not feel as though they 
belonged in Britain. One extract by David Lammy (MP for Tottenham) tells us about how the people 
from the Caribbean had a negative view on Britain when they arrived to help rebuild after World War 
two. In this source, he wrote: “the relationship between Britain and the Caribbean runs back all the 
way to 1623, and despite slavery and colonisation 25,000 Caribbeans volunteered to serve in the First 
World War and Second World War alongside British troops. When my ancestors arrived in this country 
under the Nationality Act Of 1948, they arrived as British citizens. They were British subjects not because 
they came to Britain, but because Britain came to them, took their ancestors across the Atlantic, 
colonised them, sold them into slavery, profited from their labour and made them British subjects. The 
connection between Britain and colonised countries was created by the former, which makes it even 
more appalling to see individuals who helped rebuild this shattered nation in the post-war period be 
rejected, caged, turned into prisoners by their own country and disqualified as British.”  
 
In this extract, it can be inferred that the people of the Windrush generation were faced with slavery, 
colonisation, and labour. This information can be gathered from the quotation, “colonised them, sold 
them into slavery, profited from their labour and made them British subjects.” 
 
More information by Sam King (an RAF serviceman) tells us that the Windrush generation were also 
faced with racism. He wrote: “Three weeks we left on the 24th of May, which was Empire Day, and 
arrived in Tilbury on the 22nd of June. Now, the reason we took so long, after a while out of Jamaica 
officially the boat developed engine trouble and we had to go in the Bermuda for three days. We 
don't believe in English. I am born in the colonies, if the Englishman told me something I am not going 
to accept it I'm not bight, but I'm not stupid. History told me that. We felt, and the newspaper said it 
anyway, that they didn't want us. And they were trying to find a way in parliament to stop us, but 
legally they could not. So, we stayed about 2 and a half days in Bermuda. So, we left on the 24th in 
May and arrived on the 22nd of June.”  
 
 “Oh no, no. No, no. Not rent. You couldn't get a place to rent. You are a Black man you knock on a 
door they… You have an ad. I'm not trying to say you wouldn't get one. And there's a room at 
Stockwell for rent you go, good afternoon, Madam there’s a room for rent - sorry no blacks. There is 
nothing you can do.” Sam King. 
 
I know that the people of the Windrush generation were faced with racism from the quote, “Your 
black man you knock on a door they… You have an ad. I'm not trying to say you wouldn't get one. 
And there's a room at Stockwell for rent you go, good afternoon, Madam there’s a room for rent - sorry 
no blacks.” This shows us that the people would make judgements from the colour of a person’s skin. 
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And this is why I believe that people during the Windrush generation felt like they did not belong in 
Britain.  
 
SK: 52 CT: 48 WC:  52  Overall Mark:  51 
 
This pupil has demonstrated their understanding of some of the big ideas and has attempted to 
engage with source material to drive forward an argument.  Most of the word count is utilise by very 
long quotations however, leaving not much space for the critical evaluation needed to achieve a 
higher mark. 
 

Commented [A52]: Summary conclusion. 
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Key Stage 4 & 5 Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Mark Scheme 

 

 
 

 Subject Knowledge Critical Thinking Written Communication 

1st 

The essay shows a breadth 
of knowledge and 
understanding of the key 
concepts and issues, through 
engaging with and 
interpreting a wide range of 
relevant sources.  
Knowledge is used to build 
and support highly effective 
arguments.   

Analyses key ideas, 
information, and arguments. 
Interprets meaning and 
makes connections.  
Identifies and critically 
evaluates key arguments 
and statements, deciding on 
their credibility, strength and 
relative significance, drawing 
convincing conclusions.  

The essay has a clear and 
engaging structure, taking the 
reader on a journey from the 
introduction to the conclusion.   
The writing style is appropriate; 
key terms are used with fluency.  
There are no, or very few, errors in 
spelling or grammar.   
Referencing is used consistently 
and matches the style taught in 
the course.  

2:1 

The essay shows an 
understanding of key 
concepts and issues, 
drawing on a range of 
relevant sources   
Knowledge is used to build 
and support effective 
arguments  

Analyses key ideas, 
information and arguments.   
Identifies relevant arguments 
and statements, deciding on 
their credibility and strength, 
drawing reasonable 
conclusions.  
Shows some understanding 
of the relative importance of 
arguments.   

The essay has a clear structure 
and the arguments are easy to 
follow. The introduction outlines 
the essay effectively and the 
conclusion summarises the 
arguments.    
The writing style is appropriate; 
key terms are used correctly.  
There are few errors in spelling or 
grammar.   
Referencing is mostly consistent 
and matches the style taught in 
the course.  

2:2 

The essay shows an 
understanding of key 
concepts and issues, with no 
major misconceptions.  
Beginning to apply this 
knowledge to build and 
support arguments.  

Begins to analyse ideas, 
information and arguments.   
Identifies some arguments 
and statements and 
attempts to evaluate their 
quality.   
Not yet showing 
understanding of the relative 
strengths and weaknesses of 
arguments.  

The essay structure could be 
made clearer to better guide the 
reader through the arguments.   
The writing style can sometimes 
be informal. Occasionally key 
terms are not used when it would 
be appropriate to do so.    
There are some errors in spelling or 
grammar, but they do not get in 
the way of communicating the 
content.  
There is some consistency to the 
referencing.  

3rd 

Shows a developing 
understanding of key 
concepts and issues, with 
some misconceptions. Not 
yet applying this knowledge 
to build and support 
arguments.    

Begins to analyse ideas and 
information.  
Describes statements and 
arguments while not yet 
evaluating them.   

The grammar, spelling, style, and 
structure of the work need 
improving in order to 
communicate ideas to the 
reader.    
The essay has no or a limited 
introduction and conclusion.   
Key terms and references are not 
always used correctly.  
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Key Stage 4 Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Task 
& Examples 
 

Task:  
 
“If the President does it, that means it is not illegal” 
 
Using your knowledge of the US Constitution, assess whether you agree or disagree with this statement.  
Aim to write approximately 500 words. 
 

Example A: 
 
I strongly disagree with Nixon’s statement as the President is not above the law. In Article II of the 
Constitution it states that “He shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed” – which means he 
has to be honest, devoted and loyal – if he breaks the law this means that it hasn’t been faithfully 
executed therefore breaking the Constitution. Nixon often used the term “Sovereign President” but 
Americans don’t call the President “Sovereign”because he is subject to the rules of the Constitution. By 
saying he is a “Sovereign” and what he does is not illegal, Nixon was just trying to justify his crimes. 
The President has to take an oath before entering the Execution of his Office- “I do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my 
Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States”. This means that if the 
President breaks the Constitution he also breaks his Oath. The Presidents power does not mean 
entitlement and the Constitution does not place the President above the law, it puts nobody above 
the law meaning the law applies to all. 
 
On the otherhand, you can argue that if it is for the greater good of the country and creates a safer 
environment for all, the President has the power to go above and enforce the laws. This could be 
required in cases of national security such as war, terrorist attacks and globel pandemics. Although the 
President can be impeached for breaking certain laws, it can only be for very specific and serious 
things such as “Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.” This gives the 
impression that the President is above the law because his smaller crimes would technically go 
unnoticed where as for everyday people they would be punished. 
 
Overall, I disagree with the statement “if the President does it, that means it is not illegal” because  the 
Constitution was set up to make sure that there wasn’t just one person in charge with sole power to 
make decisions for the country therefore meaning no one is above the law including the President. The 
citizens vote in their President in a democratic way which means they all have the equal vote, (“He 
shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years and together with the Vice President, chosen for the 
same Term, be elected”) if someone was above the law and able to make decisions without 
punishment it could end up or be considered a dictatorship. The President is in charge of making sure 
the laws are faithfully executed and if he does not follow them he is breaking the Constitution which is 
the Supreme Law of the Land which then also breaks his oath. The idea that someone is above the 
law, even if he is the President, would be ridiculous because that would mean they would be able to 
commit any crime whenever they wanted and know they’d get away with it. 
 
SK: 58 CT: 55 WC: 62 Overall Mark: 58 
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This pupil has demonstrated a range of subject knowledge and is making a good attempt to evaluate 
the strengths and weaknesses of particular arguments, drawing on a range of evidence to convey 
their overall argument.  The writing is clear and follows a coherent structure, using key vocabulary well 
to demonstrate good understanding. 

 
Example B:  
 
An argument for the statement is that a president “shall have Power to grant Reprieves and pardons” 
so they are allowed to pardon themselves for any crime they commit so long as it is not impeachment, 
where they are not allowed to pardon themselves as it would lead to them staying in office longer 
than they should be if found guilty of a crime. Having a president able to pardon them self can make 
whatever they do legal as they would not get a punishment / sanction, this, therefore, supports their 
statement as they can get out of the punishments that would come with committing a crime. 
 
One argument against this statement could be that it is breaking their oath or Affirmation, that states “I 
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, 
and I will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.” 
If a president where to commit a crime, then congress can have the power to impeach a president, 
which would lead to an impeachment trial in the US senate which consists of one hundred people, out 
of these one hundred people two thirds of them need to vote that the president is guilty of the crime 
he commits. This disagrees with the statement because it means that the president is getting charged 
for doing something illegal rather than the statement suggests as they say that anything a president 
does is legal to them but no-one else. 
 
A second argument for the statement is that in Article three of the US Constitution it says, “Treason 
against the United States shall consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, 
giving them Aid and Comfort”. This shows that certain laws can be broken by the president to make 
wars stay away from the US. This law that the president could have broken could have been murder, 
but it would not end up in them being impeached as it was in a case where this would have been 
acceptable for the president to commit a crime. This can be a reason for the president to commit a 
crime as it is justified in the US Constitution. 
 
Another argument against this statement is that in the constitution it says that “he shall take Care that 
the Laws be faithfully executed”. This shows that a president should abide by laws in a similar fashion to 
a normal citizen. This contrasts what the statement says because of Article two of the US Constitute 
where it says that presidents should abide by the law faithfully.  
 
In conclusion, I think that the statement can be right. This is because it can prevent wars, but this should 
ideally be done by other divisions of the executive branch such as the FBI or CIA as they are cleared to 
do this, but the president isn’t. As a result, I believe that the statement ‘If the president does it, that 
means it is not illegal’ is wrong, mainly for moral reasons and that the Constitution only has a few 
exceptions for crimes being committed by the president.  
 
SK: 49 CT: 45 WC: 46  Overall Mark: 47 
 
This pupil has begun to explore some of the perspectives that could be considered when trying to 
answer the essay question.  They have engaged with source material, identified arguments and 
attempted to present a basic argument of their own.  The writing style however sometimes leads to 
confusion for the reader. 
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Example C: 
 
I disagree with this statement as it is an abuse of power. In the US constitution it says “shall be removed 
from the office on impeachment for, and Conviction of, treason, bribery or other high crimes and 
misdemeanors which are smaller crimes. So, anything illegal the president does this can be seen as 
impeachment and they can get removed. The idea of “do as I say not as I do” because if a regular 
civilian did something “illegal” they would either spend time in jail or [pay a fine. But because the 
president is the president then it is a different story which does not seem fair.  
 
Others may agree with this statement as they think the president might be doing it for the greater 
good of America. Due to the power the president has he cannot do any wrong are some peoples 
believes. Another way some people may agree with this statement is that to get impeached you need 
to get 2 3rds of the members to impeach. This does not happen often as they want to stick with the 
president for the full 4 years as they country stays as stable as possible which will not happen if the 
president is getting changed so often.  
 
In conclusion i believe that the president should not do something illegal especially in their line of work 
as they are always in the public eye as it does not give your country a good name and you will get 
prosecuted later. Even if you're not the current president. 
 
SK: 35 CT: 35 WC: 42  Overall Mark: 38 
 
This pupil has attempted to engage with the ideas but there is no evidence of critical evaluation.  The  
piece only uses half of the available word count so there is plenty of room and scope for some more 
ideas or some more depth. 
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