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Guidance for Tutors

Dear Tutors,

At The Briliant Club, we are committed to ensuring that all students who take part in our programmes
are assessed in a fair way. Because of that, it is important that we ensure that all tutors who are
marking and providing feedback on students’ baseline and final assignments do so in a standardised
way, in accordance with our university style mark schemes.

This booklet has been designed to be used as part of our PhD tutor fraining — Marking and Feedback
and is o be used to complete the final part of the session.

The resources included in this booklet focus on a Key Stage 3 course from a discipline within the Social
Sciences area of study. They are real assignments from real students who took part in The Scholars
Programme last year. If you would find it helpful to review the course materials associated with this
course, you can find them linked in the module infroduction.

Using the mark scheme provided, please follow our marking procedures, awarding the given
assignments a mark out of 100 for each element of the mark scheme, Subject Knowledge, Critical
Thinking and Written Communication, and then average those scores to achieve the final mark out of
100. When you have finished marking all of the assignments, please complete and submit the training
module survey which will ask you input the marks for each strand, the final mark and the grade
awarded.

Once you have entered your marks, you will find out if your marking is in line with our expectations. You
will then be able to begin marking your baseline and final assignments as soon as you receive them.

| hope that you find this standardisation process a useful one,

With best wishes,

Ve

Angie Baker
Head of Learning and Programme Design

The Brilliant Club is a registered charity in England and Wales (no. 1147771) and Scotland (no. SC048774).
The Brilliant Club is a registered company limited by guarantee in England and Wales (no. 7986971).
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Mark Scheme Table

Written Communication

1st

2:1

2:2

3rd

Subject Knowledge

he essay shows a broad knowledge
and understanding of key ideas,

orking with a wide range of
relevant sources.

Knowledge is used to build and
support very sfrong arguments.

Critical Thinking

IAnalyses key ideas, information, and
arguments. Interprets meaning and
makes connections.

Recognises and uses arguments and
statements and decides on their
strengths and weaknesses and on
how important they are.

Brings information together to form
conclusions.

The essay flows clearly, taking the
reader on a journey from the
infroduction to the conclusion.

The writing style is appropriate; key
terms are used well.

There are no, or very few, errors in
spelling or grammar.

Referencing is used consistently and
matches the style taught in the
course.

he essay shows an understanding of
key ideas, using a range of relevant
sources.

Knowledge is used to build and
support strong arguments.

IAnalyses key ideas and information.
Recognises and uses arguments,
deciding on their strengths and
weaknesses.

Shows some understanding that some
arguments are more important than
others.

The essay has a clear structure and
the arguments are easy to follow. The
intfroduction outlines the essay and
the conclusion summarises the
arguments.

The writing style is appropriate; key
terms are used correctly.

There are few errors in spelling or
grammar.

Referencing is mostly consistent and
matches the style taught in the
course.

he essay shows an understanding of
key ideas, with no maijor errors.

Beginning to apply this knowledge to
build and support arguments.

Begins to analyse ideas and
information.

Recognises and uses basic arguments|
and decides on their strengths and
weaknesses.

Not yet showing understanding that
some arguments are more important
than others.

The structure of the writing could be
improved to better guide the reader
through the arguments.

The writing style can sometimes be
informal. Occasionally key terms are
not used when it would be
appropriate to do so.

There are some errors in spelling or
grammar, but they do not get in the
way of communicating the content.
There is some consistency to the
referencing.

Starting to understand key ideas, with
some errors. Not yet using this
knowledge to build and support
arguments.

Begins to analyse ideas and
information.

Describes a point of view. Not yet
able to evaluate arguments.

The grammair, spelling, style and
structure of the work need improving
in order to communicate ideas to the
reader.

The essay has no or a limited
infroduction and conclusion.
Key terms and references are not

always used correctly.
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Task:

The United Nations is publishing a report on life expectancy across the world. You have

been tasked with creating Case Studies on two countries and to give two
recommendations for how to improve life expectancy in one of these countries.

Part 1 - Data Analysis

Compile two ‘Country Profiles’ using up to date population data. Find out about the demographic
characteristics of these two countries, including the life expectancy and measures of health and
wellbeing. Try to present the data in a variety of ways, including tables, graphs and maps. You should
provide a short explanation of the data you present.

Some websites which may be useful -
e hittps://www.worldometers.info/demographics/
e https://data.worldbank.org/country
e hitps://www.who.int/data/gho/data/countries
e hitps://alobalwellinessinstitute.org/industry-research/happiness-wellbeing-index/

Part 2 - Interpretation and Evaluation (research question — 750 words)

You have been asked to make two or three recommendations to improve the life expectancy and
wellbeing of people living in one of these countries. Using the data from Part 1 and the understanding
you have gained throughout the course suggest two or three things the national government should
prioritise. Remember to provide evidence for your recommendations.

Some websites which may be useful -
e https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/health/
e https://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/pr84/en/
¢ hitp://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/

Finding good information - there is a lot of population data online, but you can also find out things
through books, magazines, TV and radio. Remember to provide a reference all the material you use
and make sure the data you are using is from a reliable and frustworthy source.
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Candidate A:

Russia, despite its vast resources and advancements in certain fields, faces significant challenges in
ensuring equal and accessible healthcare for the people [1]. This disparity in access and quality of
care contributes to lower-than-expected life expectancy rates and reduced overall wellbeing among
vulnerable locations [2]. This essay will examine the complexities of the Russian Healthcare system, and
how we can improve the life expectancy. The following recommendations are 1: How the changes
can improve life expectancy, why they will help the chosen country, any counter arguments needed
to address, and what | willrecommend. 2: What evidence do | have to support this claim, how further
actions can help, and why it is important to increase wellbeing and life expectancy. In comparison,
Belgium a particularly small country, are very strong in terms of research infrastructure [1]. To sum up its
good infrastructure, it shares great high-quality of education, a supportive government, partnerships,
and a favourable business environment [3]. There might seem like a better choice of living equalities
than Russia, however both share flaws that are quite similar. In ferms of healthcare in Belgium, is known
to be the second-best country in the healthcare system. However, when put together there is a vast
inequality to one another, this could be this way as Belgium has more privileges and a government
that supports the running system. As of Russia, the lack the sustainable staff to support them, which is
why the life expectancy is lower in Russia than Belgium. Furthermore, this will determine what we can
do to create an equal healthcare system to ensure those can increase their wellbeing and overall
lifestyle.

As detailed in Part 1, the Russian Federation faces significant and multifaced obstacles relating to the
society. These problems aren’t isolated incidents but rather from factors highlighted in Part 1. As stated
before, a main cause is because of the lack of economic support that has been placed into the
healthcare system to ensure a higher quality of care for the population, also leading to short staff [3].
The challenges contribute to lower- than-expected life expectancy rates, decreased well-being, and
significant social inequalities. The consequence is a system that struggles to effectively meet the basic
healthcare needs of a substantial portion of the population, particularly vulnerable groups. Speaking
about these problems requires a strategic approach that tackles both immediate needs and
underlying systemic weaknesses. To effectively progress and overcome these, the system will propose
two key recommendations designed to overcome these challenges as soon as possible and provide a
general increase of funding to healthcare. The first recommendation being Targeting Investment in
Rural Healthcare Infrastructure and Workface development. This clearly aims to address the disparities
between urban and rural healthcare. The key elements to this are the initiatives to aftract and retain
healthcare professionals and develop increased funding to continue to make more medicines for the
people in need. Adding on fo this, the fransportation needs to be upgraded as its key to obtain the
people in the first place to provide that support as there is a shortage of ways for them to seek help.
Recommendation 2 is the implementation of a national health information system and a data-driven
healthcare management, which aims to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the healthcare
system through better data management and coordination. Improved communication, enhanced
fraining, investment, and Development can all support this change to ensure a preferable system [3].
Targeting Investment in Rural Healthcare Infrastructure and Workface development
Recommendation 1 proposes a tfargeted investment strategy focused on significantly improving the
quality and accessibility of healthcare services in rural regions of Russia. This strategy will address the
critical disparities between urban and rural healthcare access, improving health outcomes and
promoting health equity across the country. The core components of this investment will focus on
upgrading infrastructure, strengthening the rural healthcare workforce, leveraging technology to
bridge geographical barriers. The current state of rural healthcare is characterized of insufficient
number of doctors per capita, lack of essential medical equipment, and investment. The situation
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leads to delayed diagnoses, inadequate treatment, higher mortality rates, and decrease of good
wellbeing amongst them. The anticipated outcome of this targeted investment is a substantial
improvement in healthcare access in Russia. However, there will be some potential challenges we
need to face, these are securing sufficient funding, attracting the right personnel, and overcoming
hurdles. Implementation of a national Health Information System and a Data-Driven Healthcare
management

This recommendation proposes a comprehensive national health information system in Russia,
fransitioning towards a data driven approach. This system will facilitate the seamless flow of health
information and improve the equity of care. The current lack of information system in Russia leads to
several critical inefficiencies. This fragmented system hinders evidence-based policymaking and limits
the ability to effectively address the country's need. This recommendation involves several key steps:
System development, data integration and standardization, workforce training, and data reporting. If
everything goes to plan, the implementation will have a significant impact on the efficiency of the
Russian healthcare system. However, it is not always easy and again the challenges we may face
include data privacy concerns, the cost, resistance to change, and the need of substantial technical
expertise. To address the concerns, robust security, protocols, and collaboration with experts.

Conclusion

Overall, the persistent challenges that we must face can be worked around and give a future of a
healthy population. The assignment has presented two key recommendations that were designed to
directly address and improve the core issues in Russia. While these recommendations will provide
support, people will need to take on these obstacles to overcome their struggles and receive more
care. In addition, although working over these obstacles are hard, we can still provide more help by
learning new ways to improve the healthcare system to ensure Russia has a prosperous future.

References

(1]

- worldatlast.com
(2]

- worldometers.com
(3]

- ChatGPT 4.5
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Candidate B:

THE UNITED NATIONS ARE PUBLISHING A REPORT OF ON GLOBAL LIFE EXPECTANCY
My two countries | have selected for my assignment are Thailand (Asia) and Norway (Europe).

Thailand

Thailand is a coastal country with a population of 71,619,863 people (20t in the world) that is adjacent
to Cambodia and Laos, also some people may state that it resembles an elephant’s trunk from a
satellite view or, alternatively, on a map.

Thailand currently has an average life expectancy of 77 years of age and an infant mortality rate of
0.77%, also 10% of civilians are obese and 7.7% of people in Thailand malnourished [1].

Thailand is the 49t happiest country around the world out of 147 countries [2] monitored. This suggests
that they are slightly above average when compared to other countries. Referring to this statement,
Thailand's nickname is the “Land of Smiles” due to their tradition of frequently warm welcome to
travelers that have come from other areas. This reputation is a key factor to many tourists deciding to
explore the country, leading to an immense 87.7% satisfaction rate from tourists, generating substantial
amounts of income, which is vital to a country’s life expectancy.

Country [3] Happiness rate
Thailand 7.62

Philippines 7.59

Indonesia 7.43

Malaysia 7.24

Singapore 6.28

Taiwan 6.17

Hong Kong 5.6

This graph represents the fact that Thailand (above the likes of Philippines and Indonesia) is currently
rated as the happiest country within its region (Southeast Asia) and would be looking to consistently
maintain this reputation of a joyous country.

Norway
Norway is a country situated within the north-east area of Europe (more specifically within
Scandanavia).

Norway has an approximate life expectancy of 83.61 years [4], which is slightly greater than the
average life span within the UK (81.6 years of age).

Table Comparing Norway's Life expectancy to other countries nearby:
Country name Life Expectancy rate [5]
Norway

Sweden
Denmark

Although Norway does not have the bragging rights to say they are the healthiest country within
Scandanavia, they are within the top 10 best counftries globally. This could be due to the fact that they
have developed an extremely healthy lifestyle nationwide: with bans on tobacco and a clean
environment throughout the country, with high quality hygiene and sanitation of water. Another
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aspect of their success is their extremely high-water quality that consists of many healthy minerals as
well as various beneficial vitamins. Building on their immensely healthy lifestyle, the Norwegian
healthcare system is known for its efficiency in providing care for conditions, like heart attack and
stroke, further contributing to longer lives.

As well as this, Norwegians are notorious for their various types of cuisine utilizing fish, although this may
seem peculiar the research proves that the citizens of Norway are benefitting immensely from these
distinguished dishes, because they are a great source of protein and omega-3 fatty acids, as well as
this they improve cardiovascular health, brain function and ceasing the amount of risks of disease
impacting a humans both mentally but also physically[é] ( this contributes greatly to the life
expectancy).

The country that | have selected, in order to attempt to improve the life expectancy of is Thailand.
Thailand is a country based within Asia and has an average life span of 77 years old; there are various
different causes fo this figure with cancer and disease taking up an extremely large maijority of these
causes. Because of this many of my recommendations will be based on immensely improving the lack
of healthcare and medical advice, awareness and availability within Thailand.

One of my recommendations would be to immensely improve the quality of healthcare within
Thailand, this refers back to the recently stated fact that the main cause of fatalities is diseases such as:
cancer, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and ischemic heart disease [6].

This could be resolved by constructing localised hospitals across the whole of Thailand and not just in
large cities. This will aid in appointing many more doctors, nurses or general carers, that could lead to
anincrease in quality of healthcare within more remote but still largely populated areas. This could also
reduce the death rate as well as reduce the amount of time sick people must travel only to receive
freatment likely spreading potential ilinesses.

Surprisingly, the mental states of the citizens of Thailand remain tremendously high despite the current
poor healthcare, earning the country the nickname and reputation of “The Land of Smiles,” this leads
to them being known as the happiest country within the Southeast Asian region. However, the suicide
rates within Thailand are alarmingly high as currently they sit at 16.59% and they currently have a
depression rate of approximately 18.6% of people being depressed, with most citizens living within
urban areas (over 30%) and people within rural areas (under 5%) [8].

A cheaper and better educated healthcare system in urban areas could aid the population being
able to talk about mental health more to reduce these percentages.

My second recommendation to improve Thailand's life expectancy, would be to significantly decrease
the amount of alcohol and cigarettes being consumed/smoked throughout the nation.

This would be because these two addictive habits have a significant impact on a human's health such
as a risk of damage to vital organs, significantly increasing the risk of life-threatening illness such as
cancer, which has a reputation of being the most deadly disease globally but also nationally.

| would execute this plan by placing stricter age restrictions on the purchasing of alcohol and
tobacco, | would also reduce the legal amount of these substances being sold within a specific period
of fime (such as a week or a night).

This should increase the life expectancy figure from where it is now, as these restrictions have been
utilized within different regions, such as Norway, whose life expectancy has rapidly rose throughout
time leading to Norway making a charge into the top ten greatest life expectancy throughout the
entire world.

My third and final recommendation would to take advantage of the fact that Thailand is situated near
different bodies of water such as the Bay of Bengal and the North Pacific Ocean.
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The reason that this could be significant is that this could be a key aspect, that could be used to
create relationships with neighbbouring countries (in order to build alliances if war unfortunately breaks
out). Also, it would be vital to construct more trade networks between countries with a higher GNI/GDP
than Thailand. This is because there is a higher chance that the higher ranked GDP countries will pay
greater amount of money for products crafted within Thailand.

Building on this, there is a concerning lack of big companies that originate from Thailand. This could
create concern as if Thailand had a popular company, then this could easily expand to other
locations throughout the world and obtain a significantly greater amount of income for the country.
Also, this could potentially attract tourists to explore Thailand, which would also generate further
income for the country to spend on advancements in healthcare.

However, this would be a large risk if it does commence as it could lead to either great consequence
or a bad outcome due to this leading o a need for a large investment o occur, which could lead to
an immense loss of income if obstacles and problems happen.

Thailand’s current economic status is slightly over average, ranking 26™ globally in the international
rankings, the highest within Southeast Asia overcoming Philippines and Vietnam. Currently, Thailand
has a national GDP of approximately £427.24 billion ($546.34 billion) [8]

Overall, Thailand frequently lacks quality within the healthcare space due to multiple diseases
dominating the causes of death. Generally, the moral of the citizens within Thailand is high but also
lacks in consistency as per suicide and depression rates in rural and urban areas.

1]-www.ipsos.com

[2]-Thailand - datadot

[3] - bangkokpost.com

[4]- www lifeinnorway.net

[5]- https://www.worldeconomics.com
[6]- https://www.healthline.com

[7] -worldatlas.com

[8]- worldometer.com
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Candidate C:

My two countries are: Quatar and United Arab Emirates. | chose these two countries because they are
quite similar so | will give two factors to improve one of the countries and then compare it fo the other
to see if it is better or worse.

Quatar statistics now:

Population:3,115,889

Life expectancy: female-83.6 male-82

Infant mortality rate:5.6

Death rate (per 1000 people):0.93%

United Arab Emirates now:
Population:11,346,000

Life expectancy: female-84.4 male-82.4
Infant mortality rate:4.8

Death rate (per 1000 people):1.86%

I am now going to give a few improvements for the country Quatar to see if | can make it better than
the United Arab Emirates.

One: | would make cigarettes/vapes and alcohol more expensive for people making them not able to
buy these products as they can not afford them and | would make sure that kids and pregnant
women are not allowed any substances until the age of twenty or until a month after the baby is born
as to not to cause any healthcare problems that could lead to death or violence towards others. |
would also make drugs illegal and punishable by a year minimum in prison. This might be difficult
because there will always be someone selling different substances, but we will fry to make sure there is
as little as possible.

Two: Healthcare will be free for everyone and everyone will have at least one checkup a year for
health and safety reasons and if any medication is needed it will be issued as soon as possible, and
extra support will be issued for people who have been diagnosed with disorders, conditions and
diseases such as cancer, ADHD, autism and paralysis. Supportt groups with leaders who suffer the
same condition, disorder or disease as you so you can feel safe and included and not alone
throughout your journey because although people such as parents can be supportive it is hard to
support someone when you are not going through the same thing as you. If anyone is rude,
unsupportive or disrespectful fowards anyone in the group twice their place will be terminated, and
they will have to apologize before leaving. This may be hard because depending on what disorder or
condition you are in.

Three: public transportation such as trains, buses and taxies will be more secure and controlled so no
violence or abuse is experienced on public transport, and everyone will feel safe going from point a to
point b. everybody should be able o feel safe whilst being amongst other people.

Four: Quatar will become a democratic country where people can vote what they feel is right and
kids over the age of 18 will be able to vote for what they want to happen or who they want to run their
country. If there are big decisions such as replacing historical buildings or relocating a place of work or
an apartment block or hotel they will get to vote as it affects them too and it should not just happen
because a few people want it to happen. The only exception is if it is endangering the country like a
building falling over/collapsing or a nuclear power plant is exposing people to dangerous chemicals.
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Comparison: if all these things change i think Quatar would be a better country then United Arab
Emirates as i think it would raise quality of life and life expectancy higher. Obviously, some people will
die earlier or at old life expectancy because of conditions that are inevitable and could be born with
them, but | think if everything | have stated changed it would be a better country then it already is and
better than the United Arab Emirates.

Conclusion: By doing all these Quatar can become a holistic environment where everyone feels safe
and included. It can also support well-being and longevity of its citizens. | think if all these factors were
done Quatar could become one of the safest and one of the most respectful countries in the world
which would encourage tourism and Quatar’ culture and diversity will grow even more and could be
considered one of the most inclusive countries as tourists come from all over the world ranging from
hundreds of different races and countries and accents.
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