
 

UK Education System Cheat Sheet 

This document aims to support applicants to The Brilliant Club Tutor/Coach role understand key 

information about the UK Education system and widening participation sector, including key 

terminology used in the sector. It may be helpful to read this before applying as it may help inform 

some of your responses to the application and interview questions.  

Part One: What does the UK Education system look like and how do students learn?  

The state-funded education system is divided into Key Stages based upon age: 

• Early Years Foundation (ages 3-4) 

• Primary Education (ages 5 to 10), subdivided into Key Stage 1 (KS1) Infants (ages 5 to6) and 

Key Stage 2 (KS2) Juniors (ages 7 to 10) 

• Secondary education (ages 11 to 15), subdivided into Key Stage 3 (KS3; ages 11 to 13) and 

Key Stage 4 (KS3; ages 14 to 15).  

• Key Stage 5 is post-16 education (age 16 to 17) 

Higher education is any third level education after you leave school. It takes place at universities 

and Further Education colleges. Higher education qualifications include:  

• Diploma 

• Bachelor’s Degree 

• Foundation Degree 

• Postgraduate Degree  

National Curriculum 

The national curriculum is a set of subjects and standards used by primary and secondar schools, so 

children learn the same things. It covers what subjects are taught and the standards children should 

reach in each subject. 

Classroom Environment 

It is important to be prepared for the learning environment you will be tutoring in. The following 

sections will help you understand the teaching and learning environment pupils in the UK are 

accustomed to. 

Interactive and Engaging Tutorials 

Activities need to be included to support pupil progress. Pupils need to be able to interact with the 

course content in order to develop their understanding.  

Think about how any activities will help make challenging research concepts accessible to pupils. It 

is important to plan a variety of different activities and tasks that will keep pupils engaged in their 

learning. You may find these links helpful in preparing for this aspect of your tutorial: Engaging 

Starters & Lesson Starter Activities. 

Checking Understanding 

It is important to regularly check pupils’ understanding and this will help you adapt your delivery as 

needed to best support pupil progress in future tutorials. There are a range of ways you can check 

this effectively, such as ‘thumbs up/thumbs down’, ‘traffic light’ cards. You may find these links 

helpful in preparing for this aspect of your tutorial: Checking for Understanding, Effective Questioning 

& Closing the Loop.  

https://www.teachit.co.uk/resources/history/20-teaching-ideas-starter-activities
https://www.teachit.co.uk/resources/history/20-teaching-ideas-starter-activities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPB6Gi7ghD8
https://www.weareteachers.com/ways-to-check-for-understanding/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/9-effective-questioning-strategies-improve-pupils-understanding-key-concepts-maths/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZ4Oazst38Y&list=PL10g2YT_ln2hGQkIsIJxXMLY7wv6kFIUF&index=18
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Getting Pupils Talking 

Pupils may not be used to discussing and debating their ideas and this is an important skill to 

develop in them. You will want to structure discussions carefully to ensure pupil input and you might 

need to build up to this. Pupils will need some guidance and adequate timing to prepare for 

discussions. You may find these links helpful in preparing for this aspect of your tutorial: Preparing for 

and Facilitating Discussionv & Discussion Mapping 

Part Two: Key Terminology Definitions 

Social Mobility 

The ability for individuals to improve their socio-economic position over time. In the context of 

education, this is often linked to access to higher education, successful participation and 

progression into skilled employment or further study. 

Widening Participation 

Activities, policy and research aimed at increasing entry to higher education among groups who 

are underrepresented or face structural barriers.  

Fair Access 

Refers to ensuring that people from all backgrounds – particularly those who are underrepresented 

or face structural disadvantage – have equitable opportunities to enter higher education.  

High Tariff/Competitive Institution 

Refers to universities or institutions whose courses typically require higher entry grades or UCAS tariff 

points.  

Attainment Raising/Attainment Gap 

Work aimed at improving school-level performance and reducing disparities between groups.  

First Generation  

Students who are the first in their family to attend university (even if siblings have also attended). 

Underrepresentation  

Refers to groups of students who are present at a university in lower numbers than would be 

expected based on their proportion in the wider population.  

Student Success 

Refers to factors relating to a student’s chances of continuing higher education study. Factors 

including whether they continue their study, their academic success (i.e what grade they achieve), 

whether they graduate and what they progress onto upon graduation. 

Socioeconomic status (SES) 

Refers to an individual’s or family’s social and economic position in society, typically based on a 

combination of factors such as income, education, occupation and living conditions. 

UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) 

Refers to the centralised admissions service through which most students apply to undergraduate 

courses in UK higher education. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/catalogs/tip-sheets/facilitating-effective-discussions
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/catalogs/tip-sheets/facilitating-effective-discussions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iH6SRBzlaHw&list=PL10g2YT_ln2hGQkIsIJxXMLY7wv6kFIUF&index=14

